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News Impact  Tax evasion by Arunachal Pradesh  Ronie Chowpoo becomes first Arunachali

W

Dukamadiocaes sustinade
imestnentin Anrechd
ITANAGAR, 28 Jun: "If
you wish to build in In-
dia, Arunachal Pradesh is
your launch pad. If you
seek to invest in sustain-
ability, we offer the green-
est canvas. If you dream
of bridging tradition with
innovation, we welcome
you with both hands,"
said Industries Minister
Nyato Dukam, addressing
an investment and entre-
preneurship workshop on
the Uttar Poorva Trans-
formative Industrializa-
tion Scheme (UNNATI-
2024) and other industrial
investment schemes at
the state banquet hall

here on Saturday.

He added, "Let us
come together to script
the next chapter of
(Contd, on P-3)

Landowners donate
landfor schools

DOLLUNGMUKH, 28
Jun: Landowners here on
Saturday agreed to volun-
turily donate land for estab-
lishing schools - a signifi-
cant step towardssecuring
land possession certifi-
cates for the institutions
This initiative marks a
ploneering community-led
effort in Doll

State Lottery distributor, one arrested

ITANAGAR, 28 Jun: The
Central Goods and Servie-
es Tax's (CGST) Itanagar
Commissionerate has un-
carthed a massive GST eva-
sion of Rs 98.43 crore by M/
s Future Gaming and Hotel
Services Pyt Lud, the sole
distributor of the Arunachal
Pradesh State Lottery, the
CGST Itanagar Commission-
erate said.

Ayush Agarwal, a char-
tered accountant, was ar-
rested on 27 June for his
central role in the GST scam,
itsaid,

*Investigations have re-
vealed that the said compa-
ny, in active connivance

taxable transactions.
*Agarwal was instru-
mental in advising and

The department is vig-
orously pursuing the inves-
tigation to identify and bring

with the ch d accoun-
tant, was involved in clan-
destine removal of taxable
supplies and suppression of
actual turnover, thereby
evading GST liability on a
substantial scale,” the com-
missionerate said,

The supply value re-
ceived from the State Lot-
tery Department was gross-
ly und d, and ma-

structuring the fraudul
scheme, dtipllt being ful-
ly aware of the statutory
provisions under the
CGST Act, 2017," the
CGST Itanagar Commis-
sionerate said.

Accordingly, he was ar-
rested under Section 132 of
the CGST Act, 2017,

‘While Agarwal has been

hended, other individ-

P
nipulated returns were filed
to conceal the true extent of

uals involved in the evasion
are absconding,

all pery of the fraud
to justice, it said.

This fraudulent scheme
has caused a direct revenue
loss of approximately Rs
98.42 crore (Rs 49 21 crore
CGST and Rs 49.21 crore

SGST).

"The CGST ltanagar
Commissionerate reaffirms
its resolve to take strict ac-
tion against tax evaders and
uphold the integrity of the
GST regime," it added.

Tagung, Duchokto represent India at Kudo World Cup

ITANAGAR, 28 Jun: Techi
Tagung and Taro Duchok
from Arunachal Pradesh
have been selected to rep-
resent India at the Kudo
World Cup 2025, scheduled
to be held in Bulgaria from 3
1o 10 July,

Tagung, who hails from
Rissi in Kra Daadi district,
will be leaving here for Bul-
gariaon 29 June,

A BTech (civil) graduate
and an LLB student at Jar-
bom Gamlin Government

Taro Duchok

Law College, Itanagar, Ta-
gung has been practicing

Techi Tagung

kudo - a Japanese hybrid
martial art thut blends kara-

te, judo, BJJ, and kickbox-
ing - for over seven years,

His selection comes on
the heels of an impressive
bronze medal win in the (-
270) Pl category at the Na-
tional Kudo Championship
held in Surat in November
2024, where the participants
had to compete for a spot
to represent India at the in-
termational level,

"This is a dream come
true, I'm b ox-

to command Indian naval warship

ITANAGAR, 28 Jun: Com-
mander Ronie Chowpoo
from Namsai district has
become the first officer from
Arunachal Pradesh to com-
mand a frontline Indian na-
val warship in the Eastern
Fleet, an official statement
said on Saturday.

His appointment marks
an important milestone and
serves as an inspiration to the
youths of Arunachal, it said.

Commander Chowpoo,
a first-generation Indian
Navy officer, was commis-
sioned into the executive
branch of the Navy in 2008,
A specialist in communica-

-

Cosrtasy £ PemaKhanauB.p

tion and electronic warfare,
he has served on various
frontline warships, includ-
ing guided missile destroy-

ers and frigates, the state-
ment said.

Over the course of his
distinguished carcer, he has
held key operational and
staff appointments at naval
headquarters, fleet head-
quarters, and other strate-
gic institutions, it added.

An alumnus of Rash-
triya Indian Military College
(RIMC) Dehradun, and the
prestigious National De-
fence Academy (NDA)
Khadakwasla, Commander
Chowpoo's professional
Joumney reflects determina-
tion and excellence, (Contd,
onP-3)

Minister advisory after ICAR-NIVEDI
forecasts disease outbreak risk in state

ITANAGAR, 28 Jun: Agri
& Allied Minister Gabriel D
Wangsu has issued an ad-
visory to farmers across the
state following forecasts of
potential discase outbreaks
by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Rescarch-Na-

uunul lmmul.c of Veterinary

cited (Contd. on P-3)

Guv advises OMS students to
set high goals, remain focused

formalize school land own-
ership for the betterment of
students' education.

The development
came about following a
meeting convened here
on Saturday under the
chairmanship of Dollung-
mukh  SDO  Nabam
Tarang, in the presence of
Raga MLA Rotom Tebin,
to (Contd. on P-3)

Locals restore
damaged road

DAPORLJO, 28 Jun: A
portion of the Sippi-
Chetam-Nilling PMGSY
road in Upper Subansiri
district, which had been
washed away near the
Mali Maji stream between
Soki and Chetia villages
on 12 June, was restored
by the people of the arca
without waiting for gov-
emment help.

The road had re-
mained cut off for 16 days,
causing disruptions in
transportation of ration
items and hardship to
school-goers, patients
and the general public,
social activist Dosh Dasi
from Dasi village in
Chetam circle informed in

arclease. (Contd.on P-3)

PAPU NALLAH, 28 Jun:
Governor KT Parnaik ad-
vised the students of Oju
Mission School (OMS) here
to set high goals, remain
focused, und never fear fuil-
ure, while stressing that
cach setback is an opportu-

nity to grow stronger.
The govemor said this
while on his maiden visit to
the school, run by the Oju
Welfare Association
(OWA), on Saturday, in the
company of his wife Anagha
Pamaik.(Contd. on P-3)

APFA grants rights to SYDSAP to conduct
Indrajit Namchoom Arunachal League

Staff Reporter
ITANAGAR, 28 Jun: The
Arunachal Pradesh Football
Association (APFA) has
inked a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with the
Sports & Youth Develop-
ment Society of Arunachal
Pradesh (SYDSAP), grant-
ing the latter the rights to
organize the Indrajit Nam-
choom Arunachal League
(INAL) under the new pro-
fessional framework.

The MoU has been

signed for the 6th scason of
INAL, to be held in Octo-
ber-November this year.
This was informed by APFA
general secretary Kipa Ajay.
(Contd.on P-3)

Tamin-Taguwinbronze atAll India
BadmuntonRanIongtoumament

l “SUNMISE ALL INDIA SUS JU
NG BADMINTON TOURNAMENT 2025

ITANAGAR, 29 Jun: Bud-
ding shuttlers Kyon Tamin
and Debia Tagu from
Arunachal Pradesh secured
a bronze medal in the U-13
category of the Yonex Sun-
rise All India Badminton Runk-
ing Tournament held in Goa,

"We are thrilled 0 see
our young players excel ut
the national level. Kyon and
Debia's bronze medal win is
a testament to their hard
work and the quality coach-
ing they have received.
(Contd. on P-3)

Guv urges graduating docs to
uphold principle of 'service before self'

NAHARLAGUN, 28 Jun:
Governor KT Parnaik  ad-
vised the graduating doc-
tors of the Tomo Riba Insti-
tute of Health and Medical
Sciences (TRIHMS)to up-
hold the principle of 'service
before self’, stating that
medicine is a moral calling
as much as it is a profession.
Attending the graduats

Saturday, the governor pre-
sented graduating certificates
to 46 students, including 29
from Arunachal Pradesh.
Congratulating the grad-
uates, the governor urged
them to serve where they are
needed the most, particular-
ly in rural and underserved
arcas, and to remain lifclong

g
ceremony of the 2019 MBBS
batch of the TRIHMS here on

learners, grounded in humil-
ity and guided by cthics.
(Contd. on P-3)

Man on a mission to showcase Tawang's heritage

Prem Chetry

TAWANG, 28 Jun: Meet
Jambey Dondu from
Tawang district - a nature
enthusiast and keen observ-
er, who has documented
several unexplored land-
scapes, trek routes, and Hi-
malayan flora and fauna to
showcase the natural heri-
tage of Tawang district.

Dondu, director of
Shangri La Calling, started it
in 2021. "Tawang is nothing
less than a living museum of
nature. My core objective is
to raise awareness and pride
in the natural heritage we are
blessed with," he says.

He mainly wants to in-
spire the younger genera-

tion of the region to take
pride in their surroundings
and become active custodi-
ans of it. He empirically doc-
uments and shares photo-
graphs of Himalayan flora
and fauna species. He an-
ticipates that it would pro-
mote responsible nature-

based tourism. This form of
tourism not only helps in
supporting local livelihoods
but also encourages the
protection of fragile ecosys-
tems. "When people fall in
love with nature, they are
more likely to protect it," he
says. (Contd. on P-3)
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gy (ICAR-NIVE-
D) through their National
Animal Discase Referral Ex-
pert System (NADRES v2),
The advisory identifies
Papum Pare district as fac-
ing a'very high risk’ of Afri-
can swine fever (ASF) out-
break

Nocte freedom fighters get official recognition

KHONSA, 28 Jun: Tirap
Deputy Commissioner Techu
Arun has formally acknowl-
edged and recorded the he-
roic acts of Nocte freedom
fighters Wangto Lowang and
Wangmaan Lowangdong in
recognition of their invalu-
able contributions made in
resisting colonial forces and
defending their homeland.

Lowang, the then chief
of Kheti village, valiantly led
his people during the Ang-
lo-Nocte War of 1842, resist-
ing British colonial expan-
sion in the region.

The war began on 25
November, 1842, when Cap-

Wangsu outlined com-
prehensive preventive mea-
sures for pig farmers in order
t0 help them safeguard their
livestock and livelihoods,

"Strict biosecurity mea-
sures are the most effective
way to prevent and control
the discase,” the minister
said, and urged farmers to
implement controlled ac-
cess to farms with manda-
tory disinfection of all equip-
ment and vehicles entering
farm premises.

The advisory specifical-
ly warns against feeding
swill or kitchen waste to

Covurtnd bt & 0 Vo b
P ]

pigs, & common practice
that significantly increases
discase transmission risk,
Farmers have been instruct-
ed to dispose of any car-
casses "through deep buri-
al with lime treatment or in-
cineration, following prop-
er protocols.”

Movement restrictions
within and outside affected
zones have been mandated,
with farmers required to
maintain regular monitoring
systems and to report any
unusual pig mortality to vet-
erinary authorities immedi-
ately(Contd. on P-3)

tain J Brodie, then sub-as-
sistant of Sibsagar, Assam,
and his soldiers marched
towards Kheti to challenge
Lowang's sovereign rule.

During the confrontation,
one British soldier was Killed
and four others were injured,
forcing the detachment to re-
treat (Contd. on P-3)
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© Learn from Globally
Accloimed Faculty

® Hands-On Learning,
Not Just Lectures

© liberalstudies @kt ac

© BA English (Hons) 3/a yrs

© BA Sociology (Hons) 3/4 yrs
© BA Psychology (Hons) 3/4 yrs
© BA french (Hons) 3/4 yrs

© BA German (Hons) 3/4 yrs

o BA Jopanm (Hons) 3/4 yn
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KIT SCHOOL OF

LIBERAL STUDIES
DIRECT ADMISSION OPEN
Apply Now
Last Date to Apply 10" July 2025

Academic Programmes Available

© BA Spanish (Hons) 3/4 yrs
© MA Sociology (2 Yrs)

© MA Psychology (2 Yrs)

© MA English (2 vrs)

© Master of Library and
Information Science (2 yrs)

Our Distinct Advantages

© Capstone Projects
Thot Solve Real-World
Problems .
® internships with
Industry Leaders

© Compus 3 xathajodi Campus, KIIT-DU, Bhuboneswar, Odisha, India
O +9198610 31687
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© International Exchange &
Abrood

Opportunities
Access to World-Class
Digital & Global Libraries

KT (Deemed to be University) has only one permanent campus in Shubaneswor, Odisha.
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EDUCATION

APSSB CRASH COURSE
Reputed oniine BH Caathing
Institute starl new batch for
APSSB examination 2025
with minimal fees. Interested
aspirants can CallWhatsApp:
6009896624, 8131667633,

REGULAR TUITION, COACHING
Far Class Vil 0 X Maths, Sci-
anca, NEETUEE/Class - XJ- X1
- PCMB, Economics, Acco-
untancy, English, Grammar
Spoken English at Mational
Tutorial, opp. V2, '0' Paint,
Wanagar. 8729588687,

DEMO CLASSES
APSSB/UDC/LDC. Maths and
Reasoning, GK, General
English coaching, Demo
classes from 30-06-2026.
Career Point IAS Academy,
Mahardagun, Contact: 88640~
36008, BTT418657T.

URGENTLY REQUIRED
1 professional cook for small
cale. Minimum 2-3 years of
experience. Male non-APST.
Age 25-30. Warking hours 8
am 1o 8 pm. Localion:
Maharlagun. Salary 17000 per
manth. Send your CVibiodata
on this no. 7085101061,

MISCELLANEOUS

TIFFIN SERVICE
‘Yomio's Kitchen, we ara glad
o anncance our fiffin sarvice
7 days a waek. Cal: 859747-
40900, 9366029012

SALE

LAND SALE
3 katha miyadi land for sale at

DIRECT ADMISSION
Attention BA / B.Com !/ B8, !
MA/M.Com | M.Sc. | B.Tach /
M Tach  MCA  MEEA S Ph,D B
Pharma / & Pharma drapouts.
N problem. Contact us 1o
finish your dagres and for
direct admission in various
courses in top univarsities
Call: 9395049363 (Global
Ecupaint).

HOME TUITION AVAILABLE
From dhags 510 12 Sc. and Arts
{all subjects) a1 Nirjull, Lakhi
Naharlagun. Contact number:
B1320066482, 9TTA3ET200,

We are looking flar an
Accounts Manager having
wary good knawledge In Taly
Financial report preparation,
GET, TDS, Intemal audd wilth
the gaod knowladge of aud
rules as por Income Tax Act
1901 and chant intermction, Jab
location: ltanagar. Salary
negoliable, Send your resuma
hare: carsarhimenterprises
@gmad.com, Ph, No.: 2338
ar487,

WANTED TEACHER
Raputed anliine BH Coaching
Institute 1n Biring Elamantary
Math's teacher for APSSE ax-
aminaticn, Interestad angi-
rants can CallWhatsApp:
BR0GBAGE24, B131BATEID,

HOME TUTOR WANTED
Part-tima |ab apparunity.
Hama tutor far all subjects uplo
Class 10 In ltanagar. Hand:
soma salary with flexible
working hours, Sand CV to
7630079400,

JOB OPPORTUNITY
A repuled inslitute in
Nahariagun is looking far &
qualified Biology teachar.
Qualiicalion: PGT in Blalegy.
Location: Naharlagun. Prater-
ance: Candidates residing in
ar near Naharlagun. Conact /
WhalsApp: B612634367.

REQUIRED TEACHER
Ipnitad classes, coaching in-
stifute for APSSE is loaking for
English, History, Political Sci-
ance, Geography and Eco-
nomics teachar for offling
classas. Prior experience in
teaching APSSE courses is
profared, Ramunaration bast
In industry. Locatian: itanagar
Sariously intarested teachars
please connect with us at
IBEI4IB024 (WhatsApp anfy)

REQUIRED
Girl candidates having com-
marce background raquirad
for Chartared Accountants
{CA) offica at Maharlagun. Pis
mail CV at micspl & gmail com

REQUIRED

Siore Marsages & sake gins for
branded ladies garments
showroom (Manager should
be good in computer software)
Location: near SB1 Bank Tinali,
Hanagar. Interested candidate
may conlact: BTI2B7I652,
7005858405,

i

Arunachali sales gil nesded
Ragquiremant- Minimum class
12 pass, good communication
skils. Salary- staring 7000/

Location- A-Sector, Nahar-
lagun. Contast no.: 70111«
39144,

pahar Lalganesh road,
Guwahat. Call: 88006 26983,

Kajol-starrer 'Maa'
collects Rs 4.93 crore
atbox office

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun:
"Maa",a mythological hor-
ror film featuring Kajol, has
earned Rs 4,93 crore neti on
its opening day at the do-
mestic box office, the mak-
ers announced on Satur-
day.

"Mua" is written by
Sulwyn Quadras and di-
rected by Vishal Furia,
own for Lapachhapi®,
iminal Justice" and
"Chhori®

Tt is presented by Jio
Studios and Devgn Films,
and is produced by Iyot
Deshpande and co-pro-
duced by Kumar Mangat
Pathik and released in the-
atres on Friday,

The production banner
shared the box office col-
lection on its official X
handle, The post had
“Fear Finds Faith 4.93
erore day | NBOC India®
written over it

The caption read,
"Your love has been un-
stoppable for this mytho-
horror tule! AMaaTh
- in cinemas NOW." The
film also stars Indraneil
Sengupta, Kherin Sharma
and Ronit Roy.

Tt nurrates the story of o
mather who becomes God-
dess Kali to end a demonic
curse rooted in fear, blood,
and betrayal. o1y

Jaideep Ahlawat, Nimrat Kaur join
action thriller series 'The Family Man 3'

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun: Ac-
tors Jaideep Ahlawat and
Nimrat Kaur are the new
nemesis  of  Manoj
Bajpavee's spy Srikant
Tiwary in the upcoming
third season of "The Fam-

Priyamani, Sharib Hashmi,
-Ashlesha Thakur, and
Vedant Sinha.

The third season is writ-
ten by Suman Kumar in col-
laboration with Raj & DE.
fith each season, we
to el-

ily", service
Prime Video has announced.

The OTT platform on
Friday shared the first
glimpse of the new season
of the series, which will see
Bajpayee reprise his char-
acter of Tiwari, a middle-
class guy and a world-class
spy.
"The wait is over. New
season, New mission,
#TheFamilyManOnPrime,
coming soon in 2025," Prime
Video posted on its official
social media handles along
with the teaser,

Created and directed by
Raj Nidimoru and Krishna
DK, the action thriller series
will also bring back original
cast members, including

evate the story, scale, and
performances, making them
even maore entertaining than
the last, We're grateful for
our fans' patience, Season
3 will push Srikant and his
team to their limits, plung-
ing them into & world of in-
tense danger and personal
challenges that will pro-
foundly shake their bonds,
all while Srikant simulta-
neously grapples with a
new family dynamic,
*Theyl face off against
formidable new nemeses,
and we're thrilled to an-
nounce that Jaideep and
Nimeat will be joini
cast as these ex
tagonists, The

team has been a fantastic
collaborator in bringing this
new season to life,” Raj &
DK said in & joint statement.

In the third season,
Srikant will expertly con-
front the looming threat 1o
national security, while bal-
ancing the demands of fam-
iy life and desperately work-
ing to mend his relationship
with his wife, Suchitra,
played by Privamani.

The details of the char-
acters being played by
"Paatal Lok" star Ahlawat
and Kaur, known for mov-
ies "The Lunchbox" and
"Airlift", have been kept
under wraps.,

The first season of
“The Family Man™, which
debuted on the sireamer in
late 2019, received glowing
reviews. The second sea-
son, also starring S
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2021 and was also praised
by the critics. (Fr1y

Nanibegins shooting for 'The Paradise'

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun:
Telugu actor MNani has
started shooting for his up-
coming film *"The Para-
dise".

The movie reunites the
actor with filmmaker
Srikanth Odela since their
2023 film "Dasara”, Odeln is
directing the movie from his
awn script,

According to a press re-
lease, Nani joined the set on
Saturday, while shooting for

the fil d o June

from Srikanth Odela

21. The 40-day schedule is
underway in Hyderabad,
and key scenes featuring
the lead cast will be filmed
in this schedule,

The makers also shared
a post on Instagram on Sat-
urday. "Dhagad Aagaya. 26-
03-26. #TheParadise,” read
the caption

Anirudh Ravichander
will compose the music for
“The Paradise”, which is

prod i by Sudhakar
Cherukuri under his banner
SLV Cinemas,

The film will release in
Telugu, Hindi, Tamil,
Kannada, Malayalam,
Bengali, English, and Span-
ish languages.

MNani, also known for
films such as “Jersey”, “Hi
Nanna", and “Shyam
Singha Roy", most recently
appeared in "HIT: The Third
Case®. oy

'Sholay is back': Restored version of 1975
classic screened at |l Cinema Ritrovato Festival

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun: Arc-
stored and uncut version of
*Sholuy®, one of India's
maost celebrated films of all
time, was showcased in
front of a packed audience
at the prestigious 1 Cinema
Ritrovato Festival in Bolo-
g, Taly.

The screening, which
happencd at the open-air Pi-
uzzn Maggiore on Friday
night, commemaorated the
Sibth anniversary of the film,
which featured an ensemble
cast of Amitabh Buchchan,
Dhurmendra, Hema Malini,
Sunjeev Kumar, Jaya
Bacchan and Amjad Khan

“Sholay” was written by

Salim Khan and Juved
Akhtar and directed by
Ramesh Sippy.

Shivendra Singh
Dungarpur, director of Film
Herltage Foundation, shared
photos from the screening
on sockal media platform X,

"What an incredible
feeling to see restored
"Sholay' with the original
ending on the big screen w
Piuzza Maggiore in Bologna
with 8o many people under
the stars as they stayed
awake il Lam for me it wis
my childhood memory come
alive 50 years later 'Sholay’
is back,” he wrote in the
caption.

The film is
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an inalicnable pan of Indian
pop culture due to its popu-
Tar characters like Jui, Veeru
and Thakur as well us
Giubbar Singh. one of the
feonic villains of Hindi cin-
emi, and plenty of dia-
logues and action se-
quences,

lis restoration process
was spearheaded by Film
Heritage Foundation and
Sippy s Pyt Lid and
ook more than three years.

The restored version
features six minutes of extru
footge, including its origi-
nal ending where Gabbar is
Killed. a7

TV actor Shefali Jariwala of 'Kaanta Laga' fame dies at 42

MUMBAIL, 28 Jun: Actor
Shefuli Jariwal, best known
for her icomic single
"Kaanta Laga", passed
away Friday night. She was
42,

Jariwala was rushed to
Bellevue Multispeciality
Hospital in  suburban
Mumbai by her hushand,
actor Parag Tyagi.

“She was brought to the
hospital sround 11:15 pm.
The on-duty doctor de-
clared her dead on arrival,”
& hospital source said.

The cause of her death
is yet to be ascertained.

Earlier, her body was
taken to the Cooper hospi-
tal for postmortem, the
Mumbai Police said. Many
media reports claimed that
Jariwala died of a heart at-
tack.

Celebrities including
playback singer Sunidhi
Chauhan, Aarti Singh,
Mahira Khan, Rashmi
Desai, Vikas Gupta among
others, arrived at the resi-
dence of Jariwala in subur-
ban Andheri to offer their
condolences to the family.

Her last rites will be per-
formed in the evening.

Jariwala rose to promi-
nence in 2002 with the mas-
sive popularity of "Kaanta
Laga", aremix of an old Lata
Mangeshkar song from the
1972 movie "Samadhi”.

In the music video, di-

rected by filmmaker duo
Vijuy Sapru and Radhika
Rao, Zanwala showcased
bold dance moves that be-
came the defining visual of
the remix era.

In an interview with The
Times of India in 2020,
Zariwala had revealed that
she was studying engineer-
ing when Rao and Sapru
spotted her outside her col-
lege and roped her in for the
song.

“I was in college then
and I come from a family of
academicians, so my par-
ents teld me to focus on my
studies. But I wanted to do
it because I was getting
jpaid for it. Tearned Rs 7.000
from that song, and I
wanted to see myself on
TV,” she said.

She also revealed that
her father was against the
idea of her featuring in the
music video.

"My father was com-
pletely against it. So first, I
took my mom into confi-
dence and then, we both

convinced my father. And
that song tumed out to be
such a hit that it was like o
fairytale for me. It changed
my life completely,” she
said.

After the success of the
track, which al i her

dearest friend, Jariwala.
“I'm deeply shocked,
saddened, and feeling o
heavy heart... Our beloved
star and my dearest friend
@ shefalijariwala has left us.
Still cun'tbelieve it You will

title of "Kaoanta Laga girl",
Zariwala had a cameo ap-
pearance in 2004 hit roman-
tic comedy *Mujhse Shandi
Karogi”, starring Salman
Khan, Akshay Kumar and
Priyanka Chopra Jonas.

like “MNach Baliye”, a dance-
based show series, with her
husband.

She alse featured in
popular Salman Khan-
hosted reality show “Bigg
Boss 137, alongside winner
Sidharth Shukla, who died
in2021.

A week before her death,
actor Jariwala shared a
video of herself getting
ready for a shoot, with the
caption that read, “I's time
for us to start living life. Like
everything is working out in
our favour.”

The sudden demise of
Jariwala has shocked many
industry friends and col-
leagues, who expressed
grief.
Singer Mika Singh said
he is unable to fathom the
news about the death of his

always be for
your grace, smile, and spirit.
Om Shanti,” Singh wrote.

*“I can't get over this
news..my heart is sinking.
Shefali,” actor Kamya
Punjabi wrote.

Actor Divyanka
Tripathi was shocked to
leam about Shefali's demise.

*5till can't process the
news about Shefali. Gone
too soon. Deeply sad for
her husband and the fam-
ily.” Tripathi said on X.

Actor-comedian Kiku
Sharda fondly recalled his
experience of working with
Jariwali, who he said was
“full of life™.

worked with her on a couple
of web shows, she was full
of encrgy, full of life, abways
grected all with abig, bright
smile. Will miss you, Shefali,
you were a beautiful soul.
Rest in Peace. Om Shant
Sharda said.

Actor Himanshi
Khurana posted a photo
with Jariwala and wrote,
“Bigg Boss that place is
cursed I think.”

Actor Aly Goni wrote,
“RIP Shefali.” rmy
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Ronie Chowpoo becomes...

{From P-1) His rise from the Land of the Rising Sun' to commanding a warship in the
Indian Navy's Eastern Fleet, also called the "Sunrise Fleet', underscores a powerful
story of perseverance and commitment, it said.

Heartfelt congratulations have poured in for Commander Chowpoo and his family on
this landmark accomplishment. (PTT)

Tagung, Duchok to...

(From P-1) to represent my :eumr_', Tagun,g =aid in & ])G'BEE release, c.xprtssmg
gratitude to the Kudo ia, the A I Kudo A

APFA grants rights...

{From P-1) The INAL started in 2017, named after the state's football legend Indrajit
Namchoom, who was the first Arunachali to represent India on an international stage.

Signed in late 2023, the Moll mm‘ks the b:gmlung nfnsmm:g]c overhaul o develop
INAL into one of the most te-level foothall leagues
in India.

The year 2024 was dedi d to p
revamped league is scheduled to go lwc in 2025.

As per the new format, ten franchise-based clubs (accepted on a first come, first

and

planning, while the

his family, and Abrasumente Academy, where h: trains.
“Their support has shaped me into the athlete [ am today," he added.
The Kudo World Cup 2025 will witness elite fighters from o\l:r S'D couniries in a
gruelling full tact i that tests skill, end
Tagung, who prt\lmmly bagged o gold medal at the 10th Kudo Naticnal T

is with 12 July, 2025 as deadline) from various zones of the state will compete
for the title.

The organisers said that the initiative aims to build a "self-sustaining model for club
owners and a career-oriented platform for aspiring footballers.”

'me now on, the league will focus on professionalism, technology infusion, live

{Khandala, 20019), and multiple bronzes, including at the Akshay Kumar Kudo Interna-
tional Tounament, has proven himsclf among the best in the sport.

Commending his selection, Tichi Tabang , chairman of the Nyishi Elite Society (NES)
Kra Daadi district unit and vice president of the Gerehi Welfare Society, wished him all the
best for the upcoming event.

"Your dedication and passion have brought immense pride to our community, state,
and country,” said Tabang.

"You are an inspiration to countless young minds. We urge the state government to
recognize and support athletes like you who bring glory to the nation,” he added,

Duchok's selection is a result of his years of hard work, discipline, and unwavering
commitment to the sport.

Under the guidance of the Kudo International Federation India and the Arunachal
Kudo Association, and with the mnslant snppnrl of his family, friends, um! the local

ity, Duchok has i I jonal skill, and
sportsmanship.

He is known for his achievements at Kudo National Ch ionshi ludi

and enh; d fan "' Okit Paling, the chairman of the SDSAP said.
The league will be held from 2 October to 2 November at the Golden Tubilee Stadium
ia.
Future editions are planned to expand to multiple venues across the state, eventually
incorporating a home-and-away fixture format to build strong local fan bases,
The SDSAF, a non-profit body, has assured that the league will maintain high stan-
dards and work towards creating the best state-level football league in the country,

Guv urges graduating...

{From P-1} "Real education begins now, beyond textbooks in hospital wards, health
camps, and patient interactions,” he said, and encouraged the young doctors to "wield
knowledge with humility, balance science with compassion, and let empathy be the foun-
dation of your healing journey.”

Commending the TRIHMS for its role as a vital pillar of health inA hal, the

Dukam advocates... =

(me P-1) Arunachal's grw'm nn: that is inclusive,

and truly

The workshop was d by the Dep for
Promaotion of [ndusn.w and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Gov-
cmment of India, in collaboration with the Department of
Ind G of A hal Pradesh, The event
witnessed the participation of over 300 aspiring enirepre-
neurs from across the state, along with banking officials,
industry experts, consultants, HoDs, and other stakehold-
ers,

The workshop aimed to unlock industrial growth in the
Northeast by fostering B2B and B2G linkages, facilitating
policy awareness, financial access, and digital onboard-
ing for entreprencurs.

governor expressed appreciation for TRIHMS Director Dr Moji Jini and the faculty mem-
bers fur Ehcll d:dn. ation in shaping the next generation of medical professionals,
the G of India's healtheare vision under Viksic Bharat@ 2047,

silver medal in 2021, and bronze medals in 2022 and 2023, and a silver medal.

Minister advisory after...

{From P-1) West Siang district faces an equally serious threat from footand mouth
disease (FMD), with risk levels assessed as "very high' by ICAR-NIVEDI forecasting
systems, The minister has called for immediate vaccination campaigns to prodect catile
and other cloven-hoofed animals in the region,

The comprehensive FMID prevention strategy includes ring vaccination within an 8-
kilometre radius of any suspected cases, using vaccines appropriate for circulating sero-
types O, A, and Asia-1, Livestock movement contrals will be strictly enforced during
outhreak situations, with quarantine measures mandatory for newly introduced animals,

“Animals aged four months and older should receive biannual vaccinations to maimain
immunity,” stated Wangsu, The advisory emphasizes uumcdlwmlanmud'mlmed animals,
as their und ntain active virus parti f rupid

All feed und fodder that comes into contuct wnh 1|:icc1cd unlmlu must be discarded
immediately to prevent further g 1o the g

Speaking about the advisory, the minister hlnl:hghlad that larmcn in the state have
previously suffered significant losses due to minor negligence in disease prevention
protocols. "We cannot afford to take these wamnings lightly. Prevention is always better
and more cost-effective than dealing with full-scale outhreaks," he stated,

Guv advises OMS...

{From P-1) The governor and his wife toured the newly constructed academic block,
inspected the smant classroom facilities, viewed student projects, and appreciated the
photo gallery chronicling the OWA's impactful journcy in social service and education,

In keeping with tradition, the governor celebrated his T2nd birthday in the midst of

the children and teachers of the institute, He and his wife were warmly received and
treated to an arrwy of culturnl performances presented by the children,
The governor lauded the students' performances and spirit, and encouraged them to
cominue nurturing their curiosity and love for learning, emphasizing that "education is
not just about acquiring knowledge but ubout shaping churacter and discovering one's
true |>ul=l||l||1 .
ing holistic d of individuals, the governor shared the core prin-
ciple of the Nutional Defence Audmny which suys that the cadets must be physically
strong, mentully awake, and morally straight, He encournged the students to adopt this
mantri in their own lives.
To mark the occasion, the governor and his wife also took part in a plantation pro-
gramme under the theme "Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' within the school campus.
Oju Mission School stands as uhnmnu[lmpc Iurmduprlvllcpumhllnhm offering
inclusive and quality in a caring and (Raj Bhavan)

Tamin-Tagu win...

(From P-1) We lire confident lh-uhcy mll continue to make the state proud with their
future il B intion (ASBA) secretary-gencral
Bamang Tago said.

The Yonex Sunrise All India B Runking Tt
that attracts top talents from BeroRs the country.

*The Arunachal State Bad ion is to nurturing young talent
and providing them with the necessary support to excel in the sport. ASBA will continue
to work towards creating opportunities for its players to shine at national and interna-
tional levels” assured the ASBA secretary-general .

The ASBA congratulated the young shuttler duo on their well-deserved success and
‘wished them ull the best for their future endeavours in badminton,

Nocte freedom ﬁghters...

(From P-1) In retaliation, a British force was
from the Assam Light Infantry Battalion, the 2nd Sebundies, and the Iucul nm]lnry com-
pany, led by captain Brodie, captain SF Hannay, li Rowlatt, and i Reid
The combined British forces then lsunched a punitive expedition against Kheti on 23
December, 1842,

Lowang and his people valiantly resisted the heavily armed British troops, but were
ultimately forced to retreat and abandon their village.

The British forces burned down Kheti and established an Army outpost in the neigh-
bouring village of Khela to deter future acts of resistance. This marked the end of the first
Anglo-Nocte War on 29 December, 1842,

Lowangdong, the then chief of Borduria village, stood at the forefront or the Nocte

isu

event

Pamaik stressed the need to align with national priorities by

in Arunachal's potential, Dukam
stressed the need for regular dialogue between the gov-
emment and enireprencurs to transform the state from a
consumer to a producer economy.

Rei i state s to build-

expanding rural outreach, and embracing technology in education.
Addressing the TRIHMS faculty members, the governor urged them io have a dual
focus, ie, upgrading teaching infrastructure while nurturing compassionate, community-

ing an investment-friendly ecosystem through progres-
sive policies and infrastructure, he encouraged enirepre-
neurs 1o take full advanuge of the wurl’_shup and equip

Ives to thrive in an indus-

minded doctors, He also called for *mandatory rural rotations and stronger hip
with local health systems to address the healthcare gnp in remote areas.”

TRIHMS Principal Dr Shyamal Bh h i d the cath to the grad
students of the 2019 MBBS batch.

Health and Family Welfare Minister Biyuram Wahge, Rajiv Gandhi University Vice
Chancellor Prof SK Nayak, TRIHMS Director Dr Moji Jini, and Dr Mika Umpo also spoke.

As toppers in the batch, Hage Sonya (2020-21), Tsering Pema (2021-22), Prem Lata
(2022-23), Smile (2023-24) and Dr Badul Kumar Pandit (2024-25) received the Minoti Riba
Memorial Gold Medal in Anatomy as topper of their batch in their respective years from
the governor on the occasion, Resum Kamki (2020-21), Dibyadarshi Suman (2021-22),
and Dr Phancha Wangsu (2024-25) received the Nirmall Taba Memorial Gold Medal in
ENT. D Indira Moyong of the 2019-20 MBBS batch received the award as the topper in
final year MBBS examination held in 2024,

Dr Angellic Kahmel and Dr Sushamanka Das received their diploma certificates in
obstetrics aml gynucmlugy w'ml.c Dir Animesh Namdeo and Dr Millo Apo received their
dipl lol Dr Lenong Lego received the diploma certificate
Inrw]h\dlmunm al:d Dr Taru Tari received the diploma certificate in radiology from the
governor, (Raj Bhavan)

Man on a mission...

(From P-1) Dondu primarily uses social media platforms, including Facebook, Insta-
grum, and X to shase his discoveries and observations, which are mainly scientific and
propels researchers into carrying out further researches, These plutforms help him b
stantly connect with researchers and people across the globe who are curious about
Tuwang's wild bewuty,

This year, In February, Dondu documented the sighting of a flock of northern pintudls
(Anas acuta) utan altitude of 13,500 feet in Tawang for the first time in Tawang district
This documentation was significant in revealing a change in the behavioural pattern of
this migrutory species, since these birds were never seen in such a high altitude region.

I am also planning o develop a dedicated website 1o lhhwuulc the I‘q]lul! s blodi-
versity, treks, and Pl les in a more org 1 and way." he
adds,

When asked, he sald, "Yes, | have been fortunate to make some !l|glll|lu|lﬂ uhncrvn
tions, One of my most memorable discoveries is a species of primula, ph

trial landscape. ;

Drukam's adviser Dr Mohesh Chai called upon the en-
treprencurs to contribute towards building a truly "Viksit
Arunachal’, Highlighting the state's strategic location hor-
dering Myanmar, Bhutan, and Tibet, Dr Chai said that with

ited efforts from all stakeholders, A hal can emerge
as a gateway for trade and industry in the region,

He also noted the shift from the Government of India's
'Look East' to 'Act Bast' policy under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and urged the participants
o “leverage the momentum and make UNNATI-2024 o
success on the ground.”

Chiel Secretary Manish Gupta in his remarks under-
scored the importance of capitalizing on Arunachal's
strengths by promoting the secondary and tertiary sec-
tors, He commended the ur:aniw: "for curating such a
tmely and signilicant event” and emphasized its role in
realising the vision of a "Viksit Arunachal',

I:ulun:rlcu 8 Lary ‘mu:al I!Iswus lso uuu:m.]u:x

il \
'lI'NN'.i\ T1-2024 scheme and vl.ubmullug the day's agenda,

“The workshop featured technical sessions on the UN-
NATI scheme, inter-depanimental engagements with DPI-
IT representatives, cxpcrlcm.v sharing forums, B2G meet-
ings, and mhcr allied pctivities nimed at strengthening the

nA hal. (DIPR) ‘$—

Landowners donate...

(From P-13 delit Tand-rel
\'l!fh!ﬂl ﬂlusuls in the area,

tenchers in-ch and faculty members

from five schools - Government Secondary School, Dol

d insues

Tawang, which was recently confirmed s recorded for the first time in India, Pnurlu :hu
it was only confined to Bhutan and southeastern Tibet."

In 2020, he di 1 a very rare and end. | orchid culled Cypripediunm tilber-
cum in the Mago area and central Tawang. More recently, he found another unusual
Mowering plant, which experts believe could potentially be new to science, A genetic
analysis is currently underway to confirm this discovery.

* Apart from flora, Tawang is home to wildlife, including the ieonic snow leopard, red
pand, clouded leopard, takin, musk deer, marmot, Himalayan monal, tragopan, snow
cock, and the wintering black-necked crane. Each species highlights how biologically
important this region truly is." he says,

*Every comer of Tawang holds its own magic, with landscapes that transform beau-
tifully through the seasons. From vibrant, wildflower- [ll]ud summers to silent, snow-
dmprd wmlnn the region is full of contrasts and wonder." Dondu says.

and nature insts, he says that if o stretch that truly
embosdies the soul of wild Tawang, it would be the route from Sulungti to Gongkhar La,
leading to the buse of Gorichen peak in the Mago arca. This region, with its hanging
glaciers, alpine lakes, meadows bursting with blooms, and panoramic views of the
Gorichen massif, is u dream for trekkers, birders, and spiritual seckers, "The silence in
these remote vullcya is not empty. It speaks, it teaches, and it um;l’cmnn you," he says.

kh; Paro Residential School; PS Sipu; UPS Dol
lungmukh; and Government Primary School, Tanio - were
also present, along with the respective land donors of these
schools.
Appreciating the noble gesture, MLA Tebin lauded
the land donors and termed the initiative "a true example

of grassroots development.”

Plantation, cleanliness
drives organised

DAPORLIO, 28 Jun: The
Leyu Welfare Society and
the Yingki Welfure Society
organised tree plantation
and cleanliness drives in
their adopted arcas here in
Upper Subansiri district on

Drondu

runs Discover i iti ffering im- Siturda
mersive travel experiences in Tawang, and leads the Environmental Protection Society, m:,m)' ting the dri
an NGO based in Tawang. "What began as a personal passion has now become both my ol ey Ao
Deputy Commissioner Tas-

profession and my life's mission." he says,
He said that he launched the Shangri La Calling Festival a few years ago. His intent
was to showcase Tawang's hidden wonders, especially sacred and spectacular plau:a

so Gambo said that cleanli-
ness of Daporijo township
Wis @ major I for

like Chumig Gyatse - the 108 waterfalls - and to open new p.
tourism that benefits local communities. "However, the event had to be postponed due to

Rcmlamc of 1875, opposing colonial incursions and asserting the gnty of his
ople. The event took place on 18 May.

Thc resistance began in August 1874, when coloncl RH Keatinge, the first chief

commissioner of British Assam, issued a notice through lieutenant Holcombe, then as-
sistant commissioner of Jeypore, Assam. The notice stated that the Government of Brit-
ish India intended to annex the Namsang and Hukanjuri tea gardens, along with the tract
of land between them. Licutenant further warned
aggression would be met with swift military retaliation, as Borduria village occupiced an
exposed position, casily assailable from Assam. Although Lowangdong wished to retal-
iate, he did not want his people to suffer at the hands of the superior British forces.

Therefore. he coerced the chief of Ninu village and its allies into killing lieutenant
Holcombe and his survey team by threatening to cut off vital salt supplies and block the
strategic trade route to Assam.

This incident triggered the Anglo-Wancho War of 1875,

Following an investigation. CU Aitchison, secretary to the Government of British India,

that the attack and directed the course of the war.

As aresult, on 18 May, 1875, the British formally annexed the tea gardens and the

tract hclwccn lhcm

d to retrieve and surrender all arms lost at Ninu
and capture ew: nfllv.‘, fugitives involved in the conflict.

The recognition is based on authentic documentation retrieved from the National Ar-

& chives of India, New Dielhi, and presented by Wangtum H Lowang, director of Nocte Digest'.

"These two events mprtscnt not only courage and leadership Dl'Lhc Nnm people,

gdong that any act of

some i We are now to revive it this year in the Mago region.” he
informs.

This festival will not just be a celebration of nature, but also of the rich culture,
heritage, and traditions of Mago. It aims to bring glubul attention to a region that has
remained largely p while creating i ities for the people who
call it home.

*"For me, Shangri La Calling is not just a passion or a profession. Itis a calling. Itisa
«call from the mountains themselves - to stand as their guardian and storyteller, and 1o
honour the communities that have lived in harmony with this land for generations. It is
‘where my purpose, my community, and my commitment come together,” he adds.

Chief Minister Pema Khandu in a recent visit to his home district Tawang lauded
Dondu for his tireless ct’l’orls in bringing global attention to the hidden treasures of
Tawang - from sacred trails to cultural

Locals restore...

(From P-1) The road res-
toration work was led by
former ASMs (2008 batch) of
Chetam and Nilling circles, in
collaboration with the incum- g8
bent gram chairpersons of
Chetam and Nilling circles. It

was sp d by former

but also a broader that has long
sented in mainstream history,” the DC said.
*Their legacy shall now be formally recorded. honoured, and shared.” he said.
The names and contributions of these two chiefs will be mhl\cd officially i in thc
district records and may be d to in future events, ed
7 materials and cultural initiatives, the DC said_
and i

have been advised to ex-
of regional history. (DIPRO)

lcndm;pnnmpms..« ving and di this vital ch

Duasi village ASM Pudi Tamin
Dasi.

Earthmovers and dump- +
ers were pressed into service, a'nd llm road was m:mn:d after 10 hnul; nf ngon:m; work
by the people of both circles on Satrday.

They took up the restoration work after appeals by the public for immediate restora-
tion of the road went unheeded, the release said.

the district administration
and the Urban Develop-
ment Diepartment, as there
were tonnes of rubbish in

town.

He said that the plan o
have stakeholders adopt
wreas for a year is aimed ot
wchieving a permanent so-
lution to the garbage prob-
lem in the township, und
applauded the CBOs for
their prompt action and co-
operation.

He directed vendors
and shopkeepers to adhere
to civie sense and refrain
from littering their surround-
ings. adding that defaulters
would face strict action.
(DIFRO)

Workshop on foundational numeracy

TTANAGAR, 28 Jun: For-
ty-one participants from
various Kendriya Vidyala-
yas (KV) of Tinsukia region
of Assam participated in a
three-day regional work-
shop on foundational nu-
meracy conducted at the
PM Shri KV No 1 here from
26 to 28 June, in collabora-
tion with the Jodo Gyan

Jacintha, who engaged
teachers in a variety of
hands-on activities to ex-
plore number sense, basic
operations, and place value
using low-cost teaching-
learning materials like Ganit
Mala, Rangometry, and
Number Rods.

The workshop empha-
sized the importance of

joyful

; making
The workshop aimed to and meaningful by connect-
build teachers' capacity in mg ab;lract concepts to
teaching ics at the i

Teach-

foundational level through
experiential, activity-based
methods that reduce maths
anxicty and foster concep-
tal understanding.

The sessions were facil-
itated by Jodo Gyan curric-
ulum associates Pooja and

ers also collaboratively de-
signed lesson plans and
discussed strategies to pro-
mote inclusive, discussion-
based classrooms.
Tinsukia-based KVS RO
AC Rajendra Komar also in-
teracted with the participants.

&
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Examining NDA govt

‘otwithstanding the BIP-led NDA government
claiming various achievemnents, adwn]nd analysis

reveals that devel

State Of The Poor

[
the upper echelons of society and the middle class. The
poorer sections have been overlooked, as evidenced by
the declining standards of health and education
nationwide, for which the states also bear some
responsil

These nbs:n‘ntmn! have been somewhat
substantiated by the World Bank. Though it has found
that 171 million Indians had been pulled out of extreme
poverty and this is quite encouraging, it has revised the
poverty line upwards from $2.15 per head per day to 33
per head per day. When the poverty line is raised, more
people are expected to be included as poor, not less. When
such reports appearing, the govemment secks not to
question the data.

However, if one examines some other metrics of
development such as per capita income, the Human
Development Index and the Global Hunger Index, the
country's rankings are 144, 130 and 105 respectively, which
are poor. Thus, resting on the laurels of the recent report
makes little sense, Moreover, while the World Bank report
has talked about the number coming out of extreme
poverty, it has not stated in what category they are in
now. Can we say that most of them are just below the
poverty line whil belong to the i
sections? Most, if not all, of those who may have come
out of extreme poverty have to depend on the state for
free rations & other forms of support.

One may refer here o the Congress booklet, '11 Saal,
Jhoothe Vikaas Ke Vaade' (1] years, false develof

as ing did not expand while the government
also failed to diversify exports and enter new markets.
Ower the years, experts have opined that the government
has to focus attention on jobs and labour utilisation.
Obviously, manufacturing has not picked up while small
entreprencurs and traders are struggling.

There is a definite need to change the outlook of the
government towards the grassroot development, ie.
problems persisting down below and affecting the poor
and the marginalised. What is indeed tragic is the
outsourcing of an array of State fi and services

conviction rate, exposing its misuse to target critics,
students, journalists and activisis. Repressive policies
and the lack of freedom of speech and expression,
specially in universities, is gradually being curtailed and
should be a growing concern.

Recall, two years ago a report over 500 scientists and
academics wrote to the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore to ensure that its students and faculty remain
free to express and discuss a range of ideas about science
and society, after the msl!lul.c 5tnppcd a discussion on
the UAPA and th inal j
academics and mlcl]cctua]; have, over the years,

such

to an array of private corp and

d against curhing the right to dissent and

thereby making essential services costlier.

To start with, the government must focus attention on
the rural sector and make appropriate allocation for the
rural employment programme, which is not being done
and the last two-three months every year has found states
1o deferring payment of wages. Moreover, the money that
is being paid is far less than the mi wages of the

their views. It raises question that imposition
ol' diktats and most arrests madedo not have legal
sanctity T

The two vital areas that need to be considered are the
erosion of the secular democratic spirit and the lack of &
proper strategy to help in job creation on a massive scale.
Though the apprenticeship scheme is, no doubt,

states, This should be looked into whil ha

what is y isth ival of the rural

for the urban poor, as argued by many economists, may
need to be given a rethink.

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

In the political domain, Modi's nationalism has re-
nmnrgcd as & factor in politics, and the country

sector and of cottage and micro industries
in specialized areas which have not only market potential
but also potential for exports.

Another important aspect that needs o be considered
is the education sector which is in the Concurrent List
and thus the Ceniral government has a key responsibility
in this sector, more so b the states are cash-st d.
Tt can very well be said that the Centre could set up a
maodel school in every Block and one college in every
district of the country, The formulation of Right to

claims) which has quoted extensively from published data
1o nullify the government's claims. Citing the (‘Iahnl
Hunger Index report, the Congress stated:

Iy d ds robust resp not only to
perlldlaua Pakistan but also China as well, But the over
centra isation of government policies has affected

remains a national crisis. Swnting (low height for age) is
at 35.5 percent, wasting (low weight for height) at 193
percent and underweight (low weight for age) ar 32.1
percent”, It referred to the World Bank report regarding
Swaachh Bharat, which said: “Toilet usage dropped since
2018-19 by 20 points among SC and 24 points among ST
due to non-functional toilets, lack of water and poor

", The hype regarding in the remote
villages and the nvailability of potable water thus remains
much to be desired.

Coming to the cconomic front, though GDP growih
Thas remained steady, food inflation has increased rapidly,
affecting the poor and marginalized sections, The most
distressing factor, however, hus been lack of job creation

g of various On one hand, power
within the Pﬂme Minister Office has -:m-:rgcd stronger,
and on the other the i of Union or

Ed Thas little meaning if the leaming outcomes do
not improve and the poor and the marginalized are assured
of quality education,

Given the financial constraints faced by the
governments and the fact that international ngencies have

erucial feedback from the party is dwindling and being
ignored. The Gandhian viewpoint of grass-root
involvement in the planning and development process
has thus been given a shrift, Can it seill be said that
k isanl Tor the powerless to atiain a
measure of equality and dignity?

Another aspect of the political strategy of the
government has been stifling dissent and curbing
individual freedoms, Omne may refer here to Pawan Khera,
the chairman of the Congress’s media and publicity
depariment who quoted facts to show that "between 2014
and 2022, 8719 UAPA cases ylelded only a 2.55 percent

ggested that the super-rich be taxed more, authorities
should consider introducing at least some cess could be
introduced. Many countrics, even the rich economies,
have wealth tax and inheritance tax but in India this does
not exist, The governmentshould take note of a quote of
political scientist, Sheldon Wolin: ordinary men and
women can recognize that their concerns are best
prodected and cultivate under a regime whose actions wre
d by principles of lity, equality and
fnlrncu Thun. in all fabrness the present dispensation
must garner more resources for the welfure needs of the
struggling masses, not just who may have come out of
EXIFEME POVErty. — INTA

Pragmatic Push For Peace

uiet has once again descended over the historic

nd imposing headquarters of the United Nations

in New York, The 32nd Session of the General

Assermmly, which began on September 20, has concluded.

Delegations from 149 member states are now on their wiy

buck home at the end of u session which was both

memorable und lively. Nod everything that one had hoped

for came to pass. Indeed, there was much left to be desired

in more ways than one, Nevertheless, the Session will
also be remembered for many credits,

Vital issues of war and pence were debated once again
and various resolutions voted — but with a difference.
Unlike in the previous sessions, the discussions did not
lead to any great bitterness or tension. In fact, the session
was generally free of confrontation, even if controversies
remuined and cach side tried hard to achieve its ends.

What is more, the session saw the United Nations
diplomucy sequire a new, pragmatic dimension in its quest
for lasting peace. The door was wisely left open time
and again for outside initiatives to be taken within the
framework of the United Nations objectives. Search for
ameaningful basis for peace and security in the trouble-
torn Middle East, for instance, was carried on outside
the United Nations, as dramatized by President Sadut’s
wisit to Jerusalem.

Not unexpectedly, it generated both heat and
controversy at the United Nations. Significantly, IJN:m
was no confrontation. There is now a widesp

budget and diversion of resources thus released to
development.

Considerable time and attention was also devoted 1o
two other major issues Human Rights and the New
Internationul Economic Order. Indin and the other
countries of the third world scored a significant victory
when they successfully defented u renewed western effon
1o create at this Session a post of a United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights to monitor the
performance of various countries in regard to human
rights. The third world took the view that the existing
Human Rights Commission should first look into the entire
question of human rights and put forward proposals which
would enable the international community to look into
not merely the political rights as emphasized by the West,
but also the economic and social rights.

What of the UN.? Is it any more effective than it was?
The United Nations iz slowly but surely getting stron-
ger notwithstanding cynical commenis here and there.
Even the criticism of ineffectiveness is seen by these
experts as carrying within it seeds of furure growth
and progress.

By Inder Jit

understanding at the United Mations that durable peace
in the Middle East cannot be realized until the question of
Palestine is amicably resolved. Indeed. Isracl's latest
proposals on this question show that Prime Minister Begin
has begun to pay serious attention to the root of this
problem in the Middle East.

President Sadat’s initiative may have given the
impression that the United Nations had been unable to
do anything in the matter. But such an impression would
be contrary to facts. Isracl, it has to be remembered, was
created in 1947 by the partition of Palestine under a General

hly ion. But its ies have yet to be
finally settled, and so also the future of the rest of Palestine
outside Israel. Thus the United Nations has still to finish
the job it undertook when it partitioned Palestine and
created Isracl. Otherwise, the very existence of Isracl would
continue to be questioned and there would be little hope
of a lasting peace settlement.

Several familiar issues were spotlighted once again.
Prominent among these was the vital issue of

Much was repeated and
some new points were also made. But the focus was
mainly on the special disarmament session of the General
Assembly due to be held in in May and June next year. A
preparatory committee is now working on a draft for the
Declaration on Disarmament, which will set out the
ohjectives, intermediate targets and a time frame with a
set of priorities for a detailed programme of action. The
latter is expected to include a Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons Test and reduction of Military

(Rel

d on 29 D b

1977)

On the economic front, however, the third world
suffered a defeat in its efforts to push ahead on the

world extracted from II:r.- dc\c]hp:‘:l countries on other
organizational nt at the United
Nations Headguarters of u Director General for
Development and Economic Co-operation who will
function as an economic deputy to the Secretary
General, MR, Waldheim.

How did India and its delegation fare? The March
revelution gave India a big boost and greatly enhanced
its image among all members of the United Nations,
especially the third world countries who were
particularly happy to see the world's largest democracy
survive the onslaught of dictatorial forces and uphold
onee again basic human freedoms and values, Interest
in India thus revived and its voice was again heard at
the UN with great interest and respect. This was
reflected as much in the appreciation at the United
Nutions of Mr. Atal Behuri Vajpayee’s powerful speech
in eloquent Hindi, as in the key role which India and its
Ambassador ut the UN Mr. Rikhi Jaipal, played in getting
the Security Council as its President for November to
decide y on o y Arms Embarg
against South Africa. Not many know that it was the
Indian draft resolution which was finally adopted by
the Security Council.

The session saw the United Nations diplomacy acquire
a new, pragmatic dimension in its quest for lasting
peace. The door was wisely left open time and again
for outside initiatives to be taken within the frame-
work of the United Nations obfectives. Search for a
meaningful basis for peace and security in trouble-
torn Middle East, for !nmm:r. was i carried on outside
the United Natio { by President Sadat's

question of establishing the new Inter |
Economic Order. After the Paris dialogue, the third world
expected the United Nations to get the West to move
on to more serious negotiations on o wide-ranging and
maore representative basis. But the developed Western
countries apparently found i ficult to make
concessions for the present neither in terms of
liberalization of trade or in the rescheduling of debts or
in the transfer of real resources. Even in regard to the
Common Fund for Committees, the negotiations in
Geneva have ended in failure, further reflecting the sad
plight of the Western economies

The United Nations is clearly here to stay and has a
role to play. It is, indeed, humaniry's only hope to last-
ing peace and a fust world order.

vizit fe Jerusalem.

India's image was furthermore enhanced by the
manner in which the delegation vigorously pursued a
policy of genuine non-alignment, judging various
issucs strictly on merit and in accordance with the
United Nations Charter.

What of the U.N.7 Is it any more effective than it was?
Dpinion among a cross-section of veterans that T talked
o in the pepular delegates lounge appeared to be agreed
on one point: The United Nations is slowly but surely
getting stronger notwithstanding cynical comments here
and there. Even the eriticism of ineffectiveness is seen by
these experts as carrying within it seeds of future growth
and progress. World opinion is increasingly coming to
accept the United N s as & meaningful forum as
reflected in the pressing request last month by the

i Pilots A iation for some UN initiative

Consequently, the third world was d 1o
recognize that no progress could now be made on
substantive ncgollatlons and decided instead to
for the time
being. It in ishing a new C i
comprising the entire U_N. Membership to monitor the
negotiations taking place on all economic fronts and
try to influence them in the direction of the New
International Economic Order. In addition, the third

on or

and action against hijacking. As Ambassador Jamil
Baroody of Saudi Arabia who has represented his country
at the UN since 1945, told me: “Without the UN. the world
would have been greatly worse off. We would have had
maore tension, more conflicts and perhaps even a war by
now”. The United Nations is clearly here to stay and has
arole to play. It is, indeed, humanity's enly hope to lasting
peace and a just world order. — maFa

Resolve to make India a world leader in
every sphere by 2047: Amit Shah urges youth

GODHRA, 28 Jun: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday called for the
youth to resolve towards
making India a world leader
in every sphere by 2047,
when it celebrates the cen-
tenary of its independence.

He also recalled the
contributions of tribal
leader Govind Guru in
India's freedom struggle,
saying he awakened the
conscience of the people
from the region during the
British rule.

Shah was addressing
via video link a programme
where development works
worth Rs 125 crore for Shri
Govind Guru University at
Vinzol near Godhra in
Gujarat’s Panchmahal dis-
wrict were launched.

Describing Govind Gura
a hero of India's freedom
movement who fought
against the British rulers,
Shah said, "Around 1,512
tribal brothers and sisters
were martyred in that
struggle against the British,
and Mangadh {in Gujarat)
became an important place
in the history of India's fight
for independence.”

Prime Minkster Narendra
Modi has taken forward the
heroism of Govind Guru,
and is determined 1o make
Inddia a great nation by 2047,
he suid,

"It is & matter of impor-
tance for all of us, Our youth
and children should make a

resolution of creating an
India where it attains the
first position in every field
in the world when the coun-
try celebrates the centenary
of its independence,” Shah
added.

The Union minister said
the idea of setting up the
Govind Guru University
was conceived by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his tenure as Gujarat
chief minister.

"Today, it is & very im-
portant day in the history
of Panchmahal (district). As
the then Gujarat chief min-
ister, PM Narendrabhai
conceived a university and
memorial dedicated io
Govind Guru which could
serve as a place of inspira-
tion for tribals from across
the country,” Shah said in
his brief virtual address as
he could not remain present
at the event physically due
to inclement weather condi-
tions.

The university was set
up in 2015, and today vasi-
ous initiatives worth Rs 125
crore are being inaugurated
or foundation stones are be-
ing laid for them, he said,

The infrastructure
prajects of the university
that were launched include
u centre for excellence, an
indoor multipurpose sports
complex, a synthetic track,
football  and  cricket
grounds, an artificial lake
and a hostel building. 0

Centre issues model rules to ease tree felling
on agricultural land, boost agroforestry

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun: The
Centre has issued model
rules for the felling of trees
on agricultural land in a bid
o promote agrofosesiry with
the alm of doubling farmers'
incomes, increasing tree
cover outside forests und
mitigating climate change.

In o letter sent to all
state governments on June
19, the environment minis-
try sald the objective of
'Model Rules for Felling of
Trees in Agricultural Lands'
is to enhance the case of
doing  business  in
agroforestry und
incentivise farmers to inte-
grute trees into thelr farm-
ing systems without facing
undue procedural hurdles,

The government has
been promoting agrofarestry
w0 double farmers' income,
enhance tree cover outside
forests, mitigate climate
change., reduce timber im-
ports and ensure sustain-
able land use. It also sup-
ports India's climate goals
under the Paris Agreement.

A key barrier is the lack
of clear, harmonised rules
for felling trees on agricul-
tral land which affects cul-
tivation and marketing of
agroforestry produce, ac-
cording to the ministry.

According to the model
rules, the State Level Com-
mittee {SLC) already formed
under the Wood-Based In-
dustries (Establishment and
Regulation) Guidelines,
2016 will also serve as the
committee for these rules. It
will now also include offi-
cials from revenue and agri-
culture departments.

The committee will ad-
vise the state government
on  how to promote
agroforestry and increase
timber production from ag-
ricultural lands by simplify-
ing rules for felling and tran-
sit of trees, especially spe-
cies wlm commercial value.

It

plantation details, including
the number of saplings by
species, planting date
(month and year) and the
wvernge height of seedlings.

Applicants will also
have o update this informa-
thon ns required by the SLC,

For lunds with more
than 10 trees, the applicant
must apply online through
the NTMS, giving detailed
information ubout the trees
to be felled

The verifying agency
will do u field visit and pre-
pare a report with details
ubout the lund, trees and
the estimated quantity of
timber, Based on this, u fell-
g permit will be generated,

For upplications for the
felling of up to 10 trees, ap-
plicants need to upload
tree' photos to the NTMS,
“The system will estimate the
tree sise (girth, height), yield
and species.

Applicants also need w0
inform the planned filing
date. After felling, they must
upload stump photos.

The department con-
cerned may also send an of-
ficer to verify. In this case,
the no ohjection cerificate
for felling will be issued au-
tomatically through the por-
tul.

Divisional forest officers
will monitor how verifying
agencies are functioning.
They will submit a report
every quarter to the SLC on
the performance of these
agencies.

Currently, most states
have their own laws or rules
that regulate the felling of
trees on agricultural land.
Some states have exempted
certain tree species from re-
quiring felling permission,
while others require clear-
ance even on private land
depending on the species
and location.

The new mechanism
aims to slmpllfy mc process

of ob

] agencics
for verification of applica-
tions and transit of timber
from agricultural lands.

Applicants must regis-
ter their plantation land on
the National Timber Man-
agement System (NTMS)
portal. They have to enter
land ownership details and
the location of their agricul-
tural land.

They must give basic

2 for
tree felling on agricultural
land and to transform
agroforestry in India into a
more organised and struc-
tured sector.

Currently, many farmers
struggle to get fair market
prices for timber becanse
they lack verifiable proof
that the wood is legally har-
vested and not linked to
deforestation. Fm
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Shukla's space sojourn marks beginning of new era for India: PM Modi

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun: The
"Bharat Mata ki Jai* slogan
reverberated on the Interna-
tional Space Station as
Prime Minister Narendra
Medi  told

of a new era.

'Bharat Mata ki jai' chant
filled up the space station
a8 the prime minister raised
the slogan towards the end
of the 18-minut

Shubhanshu Shukla that his
space travel marked the be-
ginning of a new era and
was the first step towards
Mission Gaganyaan, India's
own human spaceflight
praject,

*Shubhanshu, today
you are the farthest from the
land of India, but the closest
to the hearts of every In-
dian," the prime mmmﬂ lnl.d

tion, which was recipro-
cated by Shukla.

Shukla told the prime
minister that his space so-
journ was "not my journey
alone but also our
country's”, and that he was
absorbing these "new expe-
riences like a sponge”.

*Everything is different
here," the astronaut said,
shanng hls cxpcm:m:c in

through a video link from the
International Space Station,
‘which is orbiting the carth at
an altitade of 400 km.
Modi said Shukla's
name carries the word
"shubh' {auspicious), and
that his journey marked
the auspicious beginning

the SPM.L s‘atmn

"We trained for a year and
I leamt about different sys-
tems.... but after coming here,
everything changed.. Here,
even small things are differ-
ent becanse there is no grav-
ity in space... Sleeping here
is & big challenge... It takes

some time to get used to this
environment," he told the
|prime minister.

The astronaut said that
the space station orhits the
Earth 16 times a day and that
e was privileged to witness.
16 sunrises and 16 sunsets
every day.

"Right now, we are trav-
elling at a speed of 28 000
kilometres per hour. This
speed reflects how fast our
nation is progressing and
now, we must go even be-
yond this," Shukla said.

Shukla reached the In-
ternational Space Station on
Thursday along with three
other astronauts as part of
the commercial Axiom-4
mission for a 14-day stay
during which the crew will
be part of a series of science
experiments,

"When 1 saw India for
the first time from space it
appeared much larger and

grander than on the map,”
Shukla said in the interaction
with the Prime Minister.

"You can truly feel the
sense of oneness -- there
are ne borders, no lines
feels as if this entire Earth is
our home and we are all its
citizens," Shukla said.

Madi told the Locknow-
borm astronaut that his his-
toric journey was not just
limited to space, but would
add fresh momentum to the
march towards Viksit Bharat
{developed India).

"We have to take Mis-
sion Gaganyaan forward.
‘We must build our own
space station. And we must
ensure that an Indian astro-
naut lands on the Moon.

"Your exp will

ister said.

Shukla said his travel to
the space station was not
just his personal feat but a

collective achievement of

the entire nation.

The prime minister told
Shukla that his space so-
journ would become a
source of great inspiration
o the youth of the country.

"L am confident that this
will becomse a source of great
inspiration. It has been a true
pleasure speaking with you
today," PM Modi said.

Shukla told the prime
minister that he had
brought with him gajar ka
halwa, moong dal halwa
and anm ras (mango nectar)
which was relished by fel-

play a crucial role in all these
future missions. | am confi-
dent that you are diligently
recording every bit of your
expericnce,” the prime min-

low on the
space station,
The International

Space Station now has 11
asironauts from six coun-
tries, (P11

Preamble of Constitution
changed during Emergency, claims V-P Dhankhar

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun: Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Saturday (June 28, 2025)
asserted that the Preamble of
a Constitution is "not
changeable” as it is the
“seed" on which the docu-
menl grows,

He said the preamble of
no other Constitution has
undergone change except
that of India,

*But this Preamble was
changed by the 42nd Con-
stitution {Amendment) Act
of 1976," he said noting that
the words “socialist”,
“secular”, and "integrity”

Himanta calls for removing

GUWAHATI, 28 Jun:
Assam Chiel Minister
Himunte Biswa Sarma
claimed on Suturday that
“socialism' and ‘seculurism'
are "Western concepts”,
and these words should be
struck off the Constitution.

He said these words
were included in the Pre-
amble of the Constitution
by the then Prime Minister
Indirn Gandhi when the
country wis under Emer-
gency rule, and these have
no place in the Indian
civilisation,

*How can I be seculur?
I am a hardeore Hindu, A
Muslim person is a
hardcore Muslim person.
How can he be secular?”
Sarma said.

He was speaking after
launching a book titled The
Emergency Diaries: Years
That Forged a Leader' in
Assam, which is based on
first-person anccdotes from
associates who worked with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, then o young RSS
pracharak, and used other
archival material.

The book chronicles
the 1975-77 Emergency era
and Prime Minister Modi's
role in the 'resistance

were added.

"We must reflect,” he said
adding that B R, Ambedkar
did painstaking work on the
Constitution and he must
have "surely focused on it*,

His remarks at & book
launch event here came af-
ter the RSS on Thursday
called for reviewing the
words ‘socinlist’ and ‘secu-
lar’ in the Preamble of the
Constitution, saying they
were [ncluded during the
Emergency and were never
part of the Constitution
drafted by Ambedkar,

The Congress and other

movement',

Sarma suid that the
words'socinlism' and 'secu-
larism’ were not part of the
original Preamble and were
inserted through the 42nd
amendment to the Constin-
tion during the Emergency
period under former PM
Innclira Gundhi,

It Llumscd the way

opposition parties have
slammed R85 general secre-
tary Dattatreya Hosabale's
call for a national debate on
whether the terms ‘secular’
and 'socialist' should remain
in the Preamble, terming it
*political opportunism® and
a "deliberate assault” on the
soul of the Constitution,
As Hosabale's strong
pitch for a review of the two
words inserted in the Pre-
amble of the Constitution
during the Emergency days
(1975-77) kicked up a politi-
eal row, an article published
in an RSS-linked magazine

‘not changeable’ but was

Organiser said it is not about
dismuntling the Constittion
bt about restoring its "origi-
nal spirit", free from the "dis-
tortions" of the Congress’
Emergency-cra policies,
Union Minister Jiendra
Singh sought to defend the
call by the second senior-
most functionary of the
Rushtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RS5), saying any
right-thinking citizen will en-
dorse it because everybody
knows thist these words were
not purt of the original Con-
stitution written by Dr. BR.
Ambedkar, (#1m

Too dnesiars el
valied ol Rs 215 croe
MUMBAL 28 Jun: Two In-
donesian nationals were ar-
rested with 21.55 kg of hy-
droponic ganja from a
Mumbai suburh, a police

official said on Saturday.

Acting on inputs, a leam
from the Oshiwara police
station intercepied two per-
sons in the Jogeshwari aren
on Friday.

The duo was carrying
21 55 kilograms of Tydropanic
weed, with a potentinl to feich
TRs 2155 crone inthe illicit drug
market, he said. (11

'socialism, secularism' from Constitution

temples. We are not like
countries like China, which
have an authoritarian rule,”
e waid

Surma said the Western
countries have to be "neu-
tral® as they huve their own
history of conflict between
umnur\'hy und church,
which is not applicable for
o nation like [mha wnll Its

ing the riches... This soclal-
ism made us lose our com-
petitiveness and capabl
ties, and we were left behind
in the global race," Sarma
said,
*The BIP didn't have to
even demolish this concept
of socialism, PV Narsimha
Rao and Manmohan Singh
dcmnllalm.l |t and brought

peaple §

our Con- 5000 Id e ndded.
stitution and damaged our  history. He was referring to
national life,” he claimed. “After taking oath, we  Prime Minister Ruo and then

He muintuined that the
word 'secularism’ was not
jput in the original Constitu-
tion us Article 14 ensures
that the state shall not dis-
eriminate on any basis.

The word 'seculurism’
wis inserted by people who
view it from the Western
angle, and it needs to be
struck off from the Preamble,
Sarma added.

Surma maintained that
the Indian concept of secu-
larism is not about being
meutral, but it is about be-
ing ‘positively aligned'.

"We are a spiritual na-
tion. If people are told that
they can have good roads
but cannot visit temples or
‘namghars’ {Vaishnavite
places of worship), our
people will choose going to

all finally first go to
Kamukhya temple and
Bordowa (Vaishnavite saint
Sankardeva's birthpluce),
Muslims go o Mecca, We
cannot be neutral but we ure
inclusive,” he asserted.
The CM also claimed
that the Western concept of
socialism was also imposed

by Gandhi, while the Indian
economic ciple was
based on "trusteeship® and

helping the marginalised.
He said thut socialism is
from countries like Russia
and China and is a concept
based on 'conflict', with Left
supporters many times mak-
ing its "positive comparison
with i

Finance Minister Singh
who were credited with
bringing economic
liberalisation in India in the
carly 19905,

Surma said the coonomic
liberalisation was taken for-
ward by the later BIP gov-
ernments, and its benefits
are now being made avail-
able to the marginalised and
poor sections,

Surma said that the time
is ripe to discuss the 'dam-
age' caused by the Emer-
gency to the nation, and sturt
"erasing the Emergency
legacy, just as colonial bega-
wcies are being crused”.

"We must not forget the

*These concepls were
never for India. Our eco-
nomic principle is of shar-

¥ 48 we cannot
repeat the Emergency,” he
added.

He claimed that Gandhi

had brought in Emergency
to save her own chair and
there was no situation of
unrest in the country o jus-
fy it

The Emergency de-
clured on June 25, 1975, by
then Prime Minister Indiru
Gundhi lasted until March
21, 1977, 1t was marked by
widespread press censor-
ship, arrests without trial
and the stifling of dissent
in academin, politics and
civil society,

Surma also questioned
Gundhi's leadership, refer-
ring to the formation of
Bangladesh,

"By winning the war
against Pakistan, what did
she do to help the North-
east? She could have re-
drawn the map for NE's
straight access to the rest of
the country and not remain
dependent on the ‘chicken
neck’ corridor. She could
have asked Bangladesh to
take back the illegal immi-
grants and they would have
obliged," he claimed.

"She was o powerful
leader, but what is her con-
tribution to the nation. Even
Hitler was powerful but he
damaged Germany." Sarma
added. 1)

Parag Jain appointed new R&AW chief

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun: Parag
Jain, one of the brains be-
hind the meticulous plan-
ning of 'Operation Sindoor’,
has been appointed as the
new chief of the Research
and  Analysis  Wing
(R&AW), according to an
official order issued here on
Saturday.

The two-year tenure of
Jain, an Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) off from the
1989 batch of the Punjab
cadre, officially begins on 1
Tuly. He takes over from
Ravi Sinha, who retires on
June 30.

"The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has approved the appoint-
ment of Parag Jain, IPS, to
the post of sccretary. Re-

search & Analysis Wing
(R&AW) under cabinet sec-
retariat for a tenure of two
years from the date of as-
sumption of the charge of
the post u further orders,
whichever is earlier..." the
order read.

The decision to appoint
Jain as chief of the external
intelligence agency was
made by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
carlier this week, officials
said.

Before this, Jain was the
head of the Aviation Re-
search Centre, an organisa-
tion that deals with aerial
surveillance, SIG[NTDpcr—

imagery intelligence (IMI-
NT)

Jain is known for his ex-
ceptional expertise in inte-
grating both human intelli-
gence (HUMINT) and tech-
nical inlclligcncc
(TECHINT) and is mdcly

Lashkar-e-Taiba, on 7
May.

The missile strikes were
guided by pinpointed intel-
ligence gathered by a team
led by Jain, officials said.

With extensive ground
experience in Kashmir, Jain

credited as the
behind the planning of 'Op-
eration Sindoor', providing
intelligence support that
enabled the armed forces to
execute precise strikes on

is 1-p d to
counter Pakistan's ongoing
efforts to rebuild terror in-
frastructure in Pok.

Jain also brings exten-
sive cxpcm:ncc in nddrv:ss

terror in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

India hit nine terror
camps across the border
and Line of Control, in-

ing neigh d chal-
lenges and issues related to
Khalistan terror groups. He
played a crucial role in Jam-
mu and Kashmir during the
2019 reorganisation of the
ile state of Jammu

ations, photo
sance flights (PHOTINT),
monitoring of borders and

cluding the ters
of banned terror outfits

and Kashmir.
Th

Taish d and

his career,

Jain has held several signif-
icant positions. He was pro-
moted to the rank of direc-
tor general of police (DGP)
in Punjab on 1 January,
2021, though he was on
central deputation at the
time.

His career includes sig-
nificant operational contri-
butions during the height
of terrorism in Punjab,
where he served as S5P
and deputy inspector gen-
eral of police in various
districts.

Jain has also served in
Indian missions in Sri Lan-
ka and Canada. During his
tenure in Canada, he moni-
tored Khalistan terror mod-

AR organises summer camp for students

KHONSA, 28 Jun: Fifty
students from various
schools participated in a
four-day summer camp or-
ganised here in Tirap dis-
trict by the Assam Rifles,
The initiative was aimed
at providing a consiructive
and enrichi

the participation of students
from King George School,
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Sharda
Mission School, and ARPS,
offered a diverse mix of ac-
tivities such as sports com-
titions, a visit to the local
museum, a dog show, a pipe

during the summer break,
focusing on holistic devel-
opment and community en-
gagement.

The camp, which saw

band perf non-
fame cooking, dance, zum-
ba, yoga, physical training,
and a reading session at the
1i .

The programme was de-

signed to promote disci-
pline, creativity, physical fit-
ness, and camaraderie
among the children, while
also introducing them to the
ethos and commitment of
the armed forces,

The event was appreci-
ated by all attendees and
local residents alike, with
the large mmout and enthu-
siastic panicipation stand-
ing as a testament (o its suc-
cess. (DIPROY

EPFO Itanagar conducts outreach prog

Organisation (EPFO) ltuna-
gar conducted adistrict out-
reach programme s Apex
Professional University
here on Friday,

The programme was
presided over by Regional
PF Commissioner-11 Sanjay

L

| tlak and Deputy Registrar
5 Santhosh Kumar, and wis
attended by employees
from the institution, be-

sides employees and er
ployers from Pasighat (E/

ung).
The EPFO Ianagar con-

ducts the programme every
month for the employees
working in private/public
sector undertakings, em-
ployers and pensioners, 1o
make them aware of their
benelits, Aghts, responaibil-
ities und services under the
ployees'  Provident
Funds & Miscelluneous
Provisions Act, 1952, and 1o
hear out and redress their
grievances, Il any.

During the programme,
the regionul PF Commis-
sioner-11 interacted with
the employees and dis-
cussed various topics,
such as recent initiati
undertaken by the EP)

online services in every
sphere of services like on-
line cluim submission and
setilement, KYCs, e-nomi-
nation, profile correction,
claiming death benelits by
beneficiaries, ete, He also
heard out the grievances of
employees and employers
and pdvised them to regls-
ter on portals like EFFIGMS
und CPGRAMS to have
their grievances redressed
online,

A similar programme
was also conducted for
Lower Siang district at
DRDA, Likubali on the same
day, a special state office
rebease informed.

ICAR-CITH and QUL fruits PVt Ltd partner to
revolutionize temperate horticulture in North East

DIRANCG, 25 Jun: The Cen-
tral Institute of Temperate
Horticulture [ICAR] um:I

valley.
During the event, local
furmers were given an in-

leading ! sightful on
nology firm QUL Fru]ts Pvt  how advancements in apple
Lid have entered into a stra-  cultivation have trans-
tegic partnership aimed at  formed horticulture in Kash-

ushering in a new cra of tem-
perate horticulture in NE
states.

The collaboration was
formally launched through
a farmer-centric program
held in CITH RS Dirang
drawing participation from
awide spectrum of horticul-
ture stakeholders.

A release from the
ICAR-CITH, Di
formed that the
designed to introduce high-
value temperate crops-par-
ticularly apples, kiwis, and
persimmons-into the agri-
cultural mainstream of the
North East, using proven

ules from the seil
of that country. (#T0

hnol and success
models from the Kashmir

mir, with the promise that
similar transformations are
possible across the hilly
tracts of Arunachal Pradesh
and surrounding states.
QUL Fruits Pvt Ltd has
announced the opening of
a dedicated extension and
interaction center named
QUL Gah. Located in the
region, this QUL Gah will
serve as a hub l'orcross -re-

QUL Fruits Pvt Ltd has
also committed to inviting
select farmer groups from
Arunachal Pradesh and ad-
joining areas to visit Kash-
mir with the ohjective o ex-
pose them to real-world ap-
plications of innovative hor-
ticultural techniques and
give them first-hand experi-
ence of the changes that
have redefined apple farm-
ing in the Kashmir valley.

The launch workshop
witnessed participation
from senior scientists of
the CITH regional station,

Dr. Javid LM, PS,
Dr Pradeepkumara N, sci-
entist science,

gional . en-
ahling North Eastern farm-
ers to directly interact with
their Kashmiri counterparts.
The platform is also ex-
pected to facilitate technol-
ogy transfer, sharing of best
practices, and ongoing
training sessions.

Dr. Supreetha B G, scien-
tist, fruit science, Dirang;
several farmer groups from
Dirang and neighboring
arcas; and Junaid, busi-
ness head of QUL Fruits
Pvt Lid for the North East-
erm region.
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Study links autoimmune condition with near doubling of mental health risks

aving an autoim
mune condition, in
which the body's

immune system mistakenly
attacks and damages
healthy tissues and organs,
could be linked to a near
doubling of risk of experi-
encing persistent mental
health issues, a study has
found,

Researchers from The
University of Edinburgh

lished in the British Medi-
«cal Journal (BMJ) Mental
Health.

The study looked at six
antnimmune disorders that
included rheumatoid arthri-
tis (affects joints), inflam-
matory bowel disease and
lupus, which can damage
kidneys and brain among
other organs.

The researchers said
that i ion is linked

"Overall, the risk of af-
fective disorders among
people living with autoim-
mune conditions was nearly
twice that of the general
population,” the authors
Wroe.

Further, those with au-
teimmune conditions were
more likely 0 be women, snd
at a higher chance that their
parents were diagnosed
with d discwder - such

UK, said that a persistent
inflammation, which is a hall-
mark of autoimmune disor-
ders, could explain the risks.

Women were found o
be at a higher mental health
risk, compared to men hav-
ing the ditions, ac-

to mental ill-health, How-
ever, many studies have
looked at small sample
sizes, limiting their validity.

They analysed data of
15 .6 lakh people from a UK
dataset, of which 37 S08 re-

as depression, anxiety or bi-
polar - at least once in life.

A diagnosis of mood
disorder was found to be
prevalent among 29 per cent
of the partici affected

Similarly, depression
and anxiety were prevalent
among 25 5 per cent and 21
|per cent of the awtoimmune-
affected, compared o 15 per
cent and 125 per cent in the
general population, the re-
searchers found.

Further, while overall
prevalence of bipolar disor-
der was much lower, it was
found to be significantl

cent) having the same
health conditions.

The authors cantioned
that being an observational
smdy, the results do not al-
low to establish a cause-

of & large national dataset
suggests that chronic expo-
e o systemic inflammation

imay be b

an aptoimmune disorder —
about one per cent, com-
jpared to 0.5 per cent of those
not having the disorder.

Mood disorders were

by an autoimmune condi-

cording to the study pub-

ported condi-
tions,

tion, parcd to the gen-
eral population (18 per cent).

and consistently higher
among women (32 per cent),

d to men (21 per

for affective (mood) disor-

The ‘Our Future Health'
dataset was used for the
study. The participants re-
sponded 1o questionnaires
with .social, health
and lifestyle information
uwpon enrollment to the
study. (FTT)

Majority of vitiligo patients suffer from depression, some even considered suicide; study says

study has found
that the majority of
people suffering

from vitiligo live with crip-
pling psychological trauma

study were published in the
Annals of Plastic and Recon-
structive Surgery in January,

per cent of paticats re-

a "large impact” on daily
the

‘women ane denied marmiage
I e are iso-

ported feeling dep
while 43.3 per cent said they

dered end

life, highlighting pro-
found emotional toll of a
dition that, while medi-

highlighting the staggering
hological trauma and

and even face social exclu-
sion, which takes a massive
todl emotionally and on their
quality of life.

Vitiligo is a skin condi-
tion charucterised by loss of
skin pigmentation, resulting
in white patches.

In the study, 100 per cent
of vitiligo patients surveyed
said they felt d

social exclusion faced by
people living with vitiligo,

Led by Dr Rinky
Kapoor and Dr Debraj
Shome, co-founders and di-
rectors of The Esthetic Clin-
ics, the rescarch provides
rare insight into the experi-
ences of patients long over-
shadowed by the clinical
focus of d& I

about their appearance,, and
54.7 per cent had stoppe:
ling social functi

"The study evaluated 430

had 1g their
life. Additionally, 100 per
cent felt their condition af-
fected their ability to make
friends or show affection.
Also, 71,9 per cent of re-
spondents said their skin
condition interfered with
their ability to work or study.
"These arent just num-
bers," Dr Kapoor said.

cally benign, is socially

shing, Dr Kapoor said.

“The stigma is often
compounded by ignorance,
with nearly 89 per cent of
patients reporting that
around them belicve
o is contagious by
touch. Women, in particu-
lar, bore the brunt, repont-

Lm:iuwmi,ndmncp—
tients reporied being
shunned in public places like
temples and weddings.” the
doctor observed.

Noting that vitiligo can-
mot be treated as purely a
skin-deep issue, especially
when over 40 per cent of

“Each ige point rep-
resents a real person losing
confidence. relationships,
and even their

B plo;
ACTOSS living

ultogether.

Conducted among 430
government employees
across Maharashtra living
with vitiligo, the study
found that &7 per cent of
participants reported wnxi-

with vitiligo, using four in-
temationally validuted psy-
chometric scales: the Denma-
tology Life Quality Index
(DLQD), Vitilige Impact
Scale-22 (VIS-12). Toronto
Alexithymia Scale-20 (TAS-

ety or concern regarding
their condition from in-laws.
The findings of the

20), and Vitiligo-specifi
Quality of Life (VitiQoL_} ool
As part of the study, 60 5

will to live. The scale of this
suffering is unacceptable.®
Contrary to popular per-
ception, vitiligo's visibility
is what causes the greatest
damage, compared to its
medical severity.
According to the study,
81.2 per cent of participants
reported that the stigma
against their condition has

motial matches, workpl

opportunities, and social
life,” she stated.

She further asserted
that this is not just & dermas-
twological issue but a social
emergency.

"We found that even in
educated, urban families.
vitiligo is e

medically benign, its emo-
tional toll has prompled

Garfield

newer
jproaches.
A second study led by

" ap-

feared. and looked st with
prejudice. Patients are
judged for something be-
yond their control. Many

logical Reviews, explored
the use of Janus Kinase
(JAK) inhibitors like topical
ruxolitinib. #T0)

WHO expert group fails to find a definitive answer for how COVID-19 began

n expert group

charged by the

‘World Health Onga-
nization to investigate how
the COVID-19 pandemic
sturted released its final re-
port Friday, reaching an un-
sutisfying conclusion: Sci-
entists still aren't sure how
the worst health emergency
in o century began.

At a press briefing on
Friduy, Marietjie Venter, the
group’s chair, said that most
scientific data supports the
hypothesis that the new
coronavirus jumped to hu-
mans from animals.

That was also the con-
clusion drawn by the first

WHO expert group that in-
vestigated the pandemic’s
origins in 2021, when scien-
tists concluded the virus
likely spread from bats to
humans, via another inter-
mediary animal. At the time,
WHO said & lab leak was
“extremely unlikely.”
Venter said that after
more than three years of
work, WHO's expert group
was unable to get the nec-
essary data to evaluate
whether or not COVID-19
was the result of a lab acci-
dent, despite repeated re-
quests for hundreds of ge-
netic sequences and more
detailed biosecurity infor-

mation that were made to
the Chinese government.
“Therefore, this hypoth-
esis could not be investi-
gated or excluded,” she said.
“It was deemed to be very
speculative . based on politi-
cal opinions and not backed
up by science.” She sasd that
the 27-member group did
not reach a consensus: one
member resigned carlier this
week and three others asked
for their names to be re-
moved from the report.
Venter said there was no
evidence to prove that
COVID-19 had been ma-
nipulated in a lab, nor was
there any indication that the

virus had been spreading
before December 2019 any-
where outside of China.

“Until more scientific
data becomes available, the
origins of how SARS-CoV-
2 entered human popula-
tions will remain inconclu-
sive,” Vienter said, referring
to the scientific name for the
COVID-19 virus.

‘WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said it was a
“moral i " to deter-

ended the lives of billions.

and mtemational cfforts 1o
trace the virus” origins in the
first weeks of the outbreak
in 2020 and that WHO itsclf
may have missed carly op-
portunitics to investigate
how COVID-19began.
US. President Donald
Trump has long blamed the
emergence of the

mine how COVID began.not-
ing that the virus killed at
least 20 million people. wiped
at least $10 trillion from the
global economy and up-

a
accident in China, while a
US. intelligence analysis
Found there was insufficient
evidence to prove the

theory. (AF)

Over 20 lakh from tribal areas screened for sickle cell anaemia in past 8 years: CSIR DG

ore than 20 lakh

people from tribal

arcas have been
screened since we started
the sickle cell anaemia
project eight years back,
said CSIR's Director General
Nallathamby Kalaiselvi,
terming it among the
institute's more successful
missions.

Introduced in the Union
Budget 2023 and launched
in July the same year, the
'National Sickle Cell
Anaemia Elimination Mis-
sion’ is aimed at eliminating
the blood disease from the
country by the end of 2047.

The genetic disorder af-
fects red blood cells, making
them sickle-shaped, instead
of the usval round one.
Common symptoms include
acute painful episodes,
blocking of blood vessels
and possible organ damage.

Speaking to PTI Videos,

M Kalaiselvi, who is also the

;] Scientific and

Secretary of Department of
ial Re-

search, said, "While the
country started talking
about sickle cell anaemia
only three years back, Coun-
cil of Scientific and Indus-
trial Rescarch (CSIR) staried
addressing sickle cell
anacmia eight years back,
thanks to the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, who gave the
funding for the first five to
six years.”

"It is actually one of our
very visionary, successful
missions, [ would say,” she
said.

Kalaiselvi made history
when she was appointed the
first woman chief of CSIR —
the country's largest re-
search and development
organisation, with 37 na-
tional laboratories and over
3 400 scientists.

She explained that the
sickle cell anaemia mission
was divided into three
parts, first being the screen-
ing and surveillance done
by the Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Biology

{CCMB) in Hyderabad.

"If you just see the
screening and surveillance.,
it is a great success story
for our team. headed by Dr
Giriraj Chandak (at CCMB),
which went to Raipur,
Bilaspur and other places.”
Kalaiselvi said. adding that
20 lakh people have been
screened so far.

"They interacted with
the tribal communities and
provided counselling pre
and post-marriage. before
and during pregnancy. and
also after child birth.,” she
explained.

"The second part
looked at drugs and medi-
cines that could be utilised
for sickle cell anaemia This
was headed by the Indian
Institute of Chemical Tech-
nology.” Kalaiselvi added.

The third part, involv-
ing genome sequencing and
editing, was headed by the
Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology. New
Delhi, the 58-year-old said.

Kalaiselvi said, "Now.
after five to six years, we
realised the great potential
of coming up with a sickle
cell anaemia detection kit.
developed by (Chandak's)
group.”

Explaining the working
of the kit, she said. "Using
one drop of dried blood. you
«can easily understand if you
have a threat of developing
sickle cell anaemia. . if you
are a carmicr or patient... or
what is the severity of the
condition.”

"It is going to cost even
less than Rs 100, and you
need not depend upon so-

Coimbatore’s Government
Ans College and completed
her PhD at Annamalai Uni-
Kalaiselvi also talked
about introducing lithium
and sodium ion batteries. in
ithe consumer market.
"Thanks to the Govern-
ment of India, with the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive’
(PLI) scheme, we have es-
tablished a full-fledged fa-
cility in Chennai wherein
one can produce 1.000 cy-
lindrical lithium ion cells,”
The PLI scheme is
among the Central
s efforts di-

from now onwards.” she
added.

Bom in February, 1967,
in Tamil Nadu's Tirunelveli
district. Kalaiselvi gradu-
ated with a Bachelors in
Chemistry from Govern-
ment Arts College in
Tirunelveli. She obtained a
Post Graduate Degree in
Chemistry from

rected at positioning the
country as a global manu-
facturing hub through inno-
wvation, efficiency and com-
petitivencss.
Kalaiselvi also said that
Lithium resources have been
identified in India. at least
iin four places. even as she
desisted from naming them.
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Lando Norris feels back to his old self South Africa teenager Pretorius becomes
with pole position for the Austrian GP

SPIELBERG, 28 Jun:
Lando Norris said he felt
back to his old self after
taking pole position by
more than half & second in
qualifying for the Austrian
Grand Prix on Saturday.

Norris is secking a
strong result in Austria after
colliding with his McLaren
teammate and Formula 1 title
rival Oscar Piastri at the last
race in Canada. Norris
crashed out and
immediately apologized,
while Piastri extended his
standings lead.

Piasiri mued his bad luck
in third place on Saturday
after a yellow flag meant he
had to sbandon his final lap.

Norris set the pace
throughout the final part of
qualifying and his final lap
increased his advantage
over second-placed Charles
Leclere of Ferrari o 0.521 of
a second.

“Nice o see the old me
back every now and then,”
Norris quipped 1o his team
over the radio.

Norris hopes it's *just the

-

beginning'

It’s the third pole position
of the season for Norris and
the first since last month's
Monaco GP, which he also
won, Norris has been less
consistent than Piastri in
qualifying this season, even
when he's later shown he
can match the Australian’s
pace in the race.

“Some of my tougher
moments have been the
qualis, soto put in s lap like
today, to  have the

performance throughout
this weekend like I had, was
pleasing for myself.” Norris
said,

“I'm very happy with
today but I want to prove it
to myself over and over
again and hopefully this is
just the beginning of it.”

Norris ended a streak of
five pole positions at the
Red Bull Ring for defending
champion Max Verstappen,
going back to the 2021
Styrian GP,

Piastri was 062 further
back in third and said he had
1o abandon his final run of
qualifying when Pierre
Gasly's Alpine spun in from
of him, causing a yellow flag
which meant drivers behind
had to slow down,
ando's been very
quick all weekend so it
would have been a tough
challenge, but I think we
easily had enough pace in
the car this weekend
on the front row,” P

said.

*Always a shame when
you don’t even get the
chance, but we can still have
a pood race from there.
Sometimes it's just not your

v

Verstappen and Red Bull
stroggle

Lewis Hamilton was fourth
as Ferrari had one of its best
qualifying performances of
the season and Verstappen
seventh for Red Bull after
his final lap was also spoiled
by the yellow flag.

It was a difficult day for
Red Bull at its home track.
‘Verstappen's teammate Yuki
Tsunoda hasn't scored a
point in three races and
continued to struggle. He
was 18th, "1 didn"t have any
front grip, bro," he told the
team,

There was a delay for &
red flag in the second part
of qualifying when grass st
the side of the rack caught
fire. The same problem
caused repeated disrup-
tions in qualifying at the
Jupanese GP in April. (ar)

Pogba signs 2-year deal with Monaco
to relaunch career after doping ban

LONDON, 28 Jun: Former
France midfielder Paul
Pogha joined Monaco on a
two-year contract on
Saturday in a bid 1o relaunch
o stellar career derniled by
injuries and a doping ban

Monpeo confirmed the
widely expected transfer on
the club website, and in a
video posted on X, with the
32-year-old Pogha wearing
the club’s red-and-white
jersey.

The former Juventus
and Manchester United
player will play in the
French top flight for the first
thme,

Monaco finished third
in Ligue 1 last scason and
Pogba, who has heen
without u club since leaving
Juventus last year, gets the
chance to play Champions
League soccer again
providing Monaco gets
through qualifying.

Pogba honed  his
technique in France at Le
Havre's academy but

signed with Manchester
United at age 16 in 2004,

Previously one of the
world's top midficlders,
Pogha made more headlines
in recent years with his off-
field problems.

Last year, Juventus said
it came to “a mutual
agreement”™ with him to
cancel his contract despite
the 2018 World Cup winner
having a ban for doping
slushed. The Serie A club
never seemed enthusiastic
about welcoming him back
after his four-year ban for
doping was cut to 18 months
by the Court of Arbitration
for Sport.

Pogba tested positive

for testosterone in 2023 and
wis handed the maximum
punishment by lualy's anti-
doping court. CAS judges
reduced it as  they
acknowledged a lack of
intent and said his positive
test was the result of
erroncously taking @
prescribed supplement

In 2016, Paul became the
then-maost expensive soccer
player in histo hen he
returned to United from
Juventus for a fee of 105
million euros ($1 16 million).

He has played 91 times
for France and scored in the
‘World Cup final when Les
Bleus beat Croatia 4-2.

Kylian Mbappé, who
also scored in the 2018 final

and enjoyed n pgood
relationship with Pogba,
posted o message on
Instagram Anying
“Poghuck” and "Daghe
Munegu” (which in

Monasco dinlect means “Go
Monaco.")

Overall, Pogba netted 39
goals for United in 226
gumes

He returned to Juventus
as i free agent in 2022, but
injuries limited him to 12
matches in his second spell
at the club.

Monaco's signing of
Pogha shows an intent to
mount a stronger challenge
for the French title next
season after wasting a good
start last season. (AP)

Arjun Atwal in top-10 at US Senior Open

COLORADD SPRIN
28 Jun: Indian golfer Arjun
Atwal landed two birdies
late in his second round o
get into the top-10 of the
U5, Senior Open here,

Atwal, the only Indian
1o have won on the PGA
Tour, has now shot two
straight even par rounds
andl lies ted-10th,

Arwal, who had twe
birdies and two bogeys in
the first round, had & bogey
on the 1lth, his second
hole, and then carded o
double bogey on the 15th.
He fought back with birdies
on the 17h, seven and
eighth and closed with u par
on the ninth,

Padraig Hurrington and
Stewart Cink endured the
ups and downs together for
a second straight day and
found themaelves tied for
the lead. Humington has now
shot 67-67, while Cink has
carded 6E-66 o be ut G-under.

Cink made up five shots
over the final nine holes of
his head-to-head pairing
against Harrington, and the
players headed into the
weekend tied at 6-under
134, along with late-
charging Mark Henshy.

Cink shot 31 on the front
nine, their second nine, to
match Harrington's score on

youngest test cricketer toscore 150 on debut

BULAWAYO, 28 Jun:
South Africa teenager
Lhuan-dre Pretorius
became the youngest player
to score 150 runs in test
cricket on Saturday against
Fimbabwe at Queens Sports
Club.

Pretorius made 153 on
debut in the first test at 19
years, 93 days. He was 26
days younger than when
Pakistan’s Javed Miandad
tallied 163 in 1976 against
New Zealand in Lahore.

Pretorius was the fifth
youngest man in test
history to score a century
on debut, and the youngest
South African.

Corbin Bosch, playing
his second test, also scored
a century, getting there on
the third-to-last ball of the
day.
South Africa was 418-9
at sturnps after the first day.

"It was amazing,”
Pretorius said, "1 was quite
nervous {(when [ walked in).
1"'m glad (the debut is) over.
We knew they only had two
seamers and we knew we
could take the spinners out
of the attack. I just love
batting. fortunately it
worked out for me today.”

For their first test in
Limbabwe in

the back,

Three behind  was
Thomus Bjom (69), followed
by Y.E. Yang (68) and Billy
Andrade (69) at 2 under

At l-under, Duarren
Clarke, Steve Fleach und
Miguel Angel limenez --
whaose round included an
approach on 18 from closer
o the driving range than the
fairway and a double hit from
the rough on No. 2, limenez
had no penalty for th

The 52-year-old Cink,
the 20009 Open champion
who is playing in his first
1.8, Senbor Open, hit all 18
greens in regulation, making
it 35 of 36 for the week.

Among those who
missed the cut were |1 2-time
senior major champion
Bernhard Langer, who shot
77, and Angel Cabrera, a
two-time major winner this
year, who shot 75, (P10

11 y‘eulx.\hc Proteas picked

only four of the 11 who won

the World Test
Championship final at
Lord's this month. Among
those not picked were
captain Temba Bavuma,
player of the final Aiden
Markram, and Kagiso
Rabada, who took nine
wickets,

Spinner Keshav
Maharaj was the stand-in
captain and chose to bat first
with three debutants in
Pretorivs and allrounders
Dewald Brevis and Codi
Yusuf,

They were soon in
trouble at
Pretorius walke
4, when Brevi
The debutants shared 95 in
88 balls for the fourth wicket
bridging lunch.

There's no video re 3
and Pretorius didn't walk on

30 when he edged behind
and was given not out. It
would have been Tanaka
Chivanga's fourth wicket in
six overs. He appeared to
nick behind again on 127,

Pretorius reached his 50
in 53 balls, followed by
Brevis' 50 in 38, the fastest
by a South African
debutant. Brevis was out
for 51, including four sixes.

Pretorius broke Gracme
Pollock’s record to become
the youngest South Africa
century-maker — 100 off
112 balls — followed after
tea by 150 in 157 balls.

Chivanga finally got
Pretorius to pull at a shor
ball that popped to mid-on,
He scored 153 in 160 balls
with 11 boundaries and four
sixes.

Yusuf's own useful
contribution was 27 in a 59-
run ninth-wicket stand with
Bosch,

Bosch was dropped on
2 and 97 and got to his
century in the last over with
a single toward backward
square leg. His hundred
took 124 balls and included
10 boundaries,

Bosch had support from
No. 11 batter Kwena
Maphaka, who was 9 not

oul

L.
Chivanga has 4-83, (AF)

Rohit wanted me to bring aggressive outlook
to KL Rahul's batting: Abhishek Nayar

NEW DELHI, 28 Jun:
Former India assistant
conch Abhishek Nuyar says
then skipper Rohit Sharma
had entrusted him with the
sk of  giving an
“aggressive outlook” 1o KL
Rahul's batting when he
took over the role with the
Indian team last year,
However, Nayar had 1o
leave the job after India's |-
i series defeat against
Austrulin in the 2024-25
Border-Gavaskar Trophy,
"When 1 first picked up
that role, I remember 1 had o
conversution h Rohit,
and he said that one of the
things he was really keen on
me doing was working with
KL and bringing out a more
aggressive outlook to how
KL played the game, and
bringing the best out of

him," Nayar told
ESPNCricinfo,
Rahul  had  some

rensonable outings in the
last one year, scoring 276
from 10 innings against the
Aussics with a couple of
fifties, and the right-hander

made 140 runs in five
matches in the ensuing
Champions Trophy while
Batting down the order,
"He (Rohit) believed
strongly that KL would play
a major role in the
Champions Trophy, World
Cup and everything going
forward including the BGT
and the Tests in England,”
sald Nayar
Even though India lost
the first Test at Leeds, Ruhul
made a bright beginning to
the Anderson-Tendulkar
phy, making 42 and 137
ile opening the innings.
The beginning of
Rahul's transformation,
Nayar said, was he
training they did prior to the
tour of Australia.
“Australia was going to
be critical for him because it
was almost like what if you
didn't pet runs
there...because he was out
of the T20 [squad]. Then
this could also very well
have been his last series.
"Over hours and hours
of conversation, eventually

1 got him to a place where
he sort of trusted me to do
certain things with him in
regards to how he prctises,
i regards Lo trusting certain
changes in his tactics, in
regards to his stance, where
he stands in the crease,
what guard he takes.” Nayar
detuiled,

So, why does Rahul
struggle to meet his talent
with performunces’!

“People keep talking
about your potential and
your talent, and you keep
udding more pressure
suying that  because
everyone thinks I'm
talented, I need to live up to
it, and those expectations
sometimes weigh on your
shoulders. Thut was
something that 1 think was
one of those things that was
holding him back.

"It takes the fun out of
the game. This doesn't let
you play the kind of cricket
you want to play. and more
than anything it kills your
instinct completely.” he
udded. (FTT)
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|, Migs Jeena Pegu, Do |
Late Ojong Pegu, dD!
haeraby change my fitle |
from 'Pegu’ to 'Tamuk’|
vide an affidavit made
before the Notary Public,
Pasighat, East Siang|
District, {A.F) vide SI. No._|
206 dtd. 24.06.2025. |

Henceferth, | shall be |
known as Miss Jeena
Tamuk for all purposes. |

|, Shri Gotom Pegu, Sfo
Late Ojong Pegu. do
haeraby change my title
from ‘Pegu’ to ‘Tamuk'
vide an affidavit made
before the Naotary Public,
Pasighat, East Siang
District, {A.P) vide 51 Mo.
294 dtd. 24.06.2025.
Henceferth, | shall be
known as Shri Gotom
Tamuk for all purposes.

|, Shri Gaurav Pegu, S/o
Late Ojong Pegu, do
heraby change my title
from ‘Pegu’ to ‘Tamuk®
vide an affidavit made
before the Notary Public,
Pasighat, East Siang
District, {A.P) vide 5i. No.
297 dtd. 24.06.2025.
Henceferth, | shall be
known as Shri Gaurav
Tamuk for all purposes.
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.I”l’d Al j:l.
|, Miss Oti Pegu, DVo Late
Karte Pegu, do heraby
change my title from
‘Pegu’ to “Tamuk' vide an
affidavit made before the
Notary Public, Pasighat,
East Siang District, (A.F)
vide SI. No. 281 dud.
23.06.2025.

Henceforth, | shall be
known as Miss Oti Tamuk

| TITLECHANGED |

| TITLECHANGED |

1, Shri Karsing Pegu, Sio
Late Karte Pegu, do
heraby change my title
from “Pegu’ to “Tamuk'
vide an affidavit made
before the Motary Public,
Pasighat, East Siang
District. (AP} vide 5L No.
292 did. 23.06.2025.
Henceforh, | shall be
known as Shri Karsing

I, Miss Anung Pegu, DVo
Late Karte Pegu, do
heraby change my title
from ‘Pegu’ to “Tamuk'
vide an affidavit made
before the Motary Public,
Pasighat, East Siang
District. (AP} vide Sl No.
293 dtd. 23.06.2025.
Henceforth, | shall be
known as Miss Anung

|, Shri Juguram Natung, do
hersby cormect my son's
name from ‘Tangam' to
‘Neha’ vide an affidavit
made befare the Motary
Public, ICR, Mirjuli, {A.F}
vide Sl No. 1005/25 on
dated 14.05.2025.

Hencaforth, my son's
correct name shall be
known as NMoha Matung
fo

for_all purposes. Tamuk for all purpo: Tamuk for all purposes.
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1, Shrl lken Angu allas Ipin
Angu, Sfo LL Nyai Angu, do
haraby solemnly daclare that
1 ahall hanceforth ba knawn
and recognized &s ‘Shrl Then
Angu’ inatead of ‘Ipin Angu’,
in accordance with Aflidavit
No. 7242, daled 26062028,
exmculnd bedare Natary. Govt
of India, West Siang District,
Arunachal Pradesh.

Hencedorth, | shall be
known as Shri lken Angu for
all purpases.
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. Smriti Mandhana's elegant maiden ton leads
India to 97-run win over England in 1st T20I

aa

NOTTINGHAM, 28 Ju
Stand-in skipper Smriti
Mandhana’s  graceful
maiden T20 International
hundred adorned India’s
smooth 97-run win over
England in the opening
match here on Saturday.

The visitors now lead
the five-match T201 series 1-
0.

Mandhana (112, 62
balls) and Harleen Deol {43,
23 balls) added 94 runs for
the second wicket as India
posted a commanding 210
for five after being invited
to bat,

Skipper Nat Sciver Brunt
(66, 42 balls) waged a lone
battle for England, who
were limited to 113 all out in
145 overs by the on-song
Indian bowlers.

For India, debutante
left-arm spinner Shree
Charani (4/12) was the most
successful bowler, as there
was nothing much left in
England's innings after
they bost half of the line-up
inside the first 10 overs for
a sub-100 score.,

Mandhana, who led the
team in the absence of
injured regular captain

Hi Kaur, stole the

was the

day with an innings that
was i full-lledged display of
her style, aggression and
ability 1o play shots around
the field.

She gave the Indian
innings some early impetus,
making 77 runs with a
struggling Shafali Viema (20,
22 balls), whose retum io
top-fight cricket after a gap
of eight months was less
than satisfactory.

dominant figure in that
alliance off just 8.3 overs,
Shafali's dismissal did
not deter Mandhana as the
lefi-hander raised a further
94 runs for the second
wicket with an equally
aggressive Harleen, who
was dropped on 26 by
Danny Wyatt-Hodge off
off-spinner Alice Capsey
near mid-wicket,
Mandhana did not give

Elite Women's Boxing: Two-time world champion
Nikhat Zareen starts campaign with win

HYDERABAD, 28 Jun:
Two-time world champion
Nikhm_ Zareen opened her

Championships bronze
medallist Manisha Moun in
the 57600 kg category at the

puign with u clinical 4:1
win over Uttar Pradesh's
Rashi Sharma in the 48

Slkg category on the
opening day of the the Elite

Women's Boxing
Tournament  here  on
Saturday.

Huryana's Anjuli scored
an upset win over World

Indoor Stadium,

Other notable Day |
results included a win for
2023 world champion Nit
(Haryuna) in 45-48kg over
Rajani Singh (UP) 5:0 while
Telungana's Yushi Sharma
defeated K Monisha (Tamil
Nadu} 5:0 in the 60-65kg

category,

Another  standout
performer from the TOPS
setup, Laxmi, posted a
dominant 5:0win in the 51
Sdkg bout against Ragini
(UPL

The gold and silver
medallists in ench of the 10
weight categories will be
selected for the elite
nutional camp to be held in
Patiala. (/11

India overcome Malaysia to regain team gold in Asian Snooker

COLOMBO, 28 Jun:
Multiple-time world
champlon Pankaj Advani
and Brijesh Damani dug
deep us India scored u fine
3-1 win over formidabl

Dumani, whe made o
sizzling 33 clearunce that ook
proportions of un 80-break in
the decider against Hon Man
Chau in the semis, seemed o
ciury that ¢ the

Mulaysia to regain the team
gold in the ACBS Asian
Snooker Championship
here Saturday,

For Indin, who last won
the gold two years ago in
Tran, this was their fifth gold.

Having been  put
through the wringer in the
semifinals carlier in the
moming by Hong Kong-1
(3-2), the Indians sans
Aditya Mehta, who suffered
a neck niggle, for both the
matches, came back
recharged for the final.

title clash

Pluying the first singles,
he made a gritty 52 before
an unlucky red in-oft ended
the break abruptly against
Thor Chuan Leong.

Given a lifeline, Thor
Chuan, winner of the Asiun
fered title three days ago,
fought back in fine style,
prevailing 68-58 with a run
of 39,10 put Malaysia ahead.

Advani, who lost a rare
frame in the semis against
Kwok Wai Fung, brushed
aside Lim Kok Leong to

maike it one-frame aplece

In the doubles, after
letting Maluysia take an
early 33-1 lead, Dumani
punished Ther Chuan’s
error with a brilliunt frame-
elinching break of 60 1o put
India just a win away from
the

Advani then kept the
dangerous Thor Chuan on
a tight leash with his
stunning safety play en
route o a de i

Results: Final:
Malaysia 3-1 (Brijesh
Dumani lost to Ther Chuan
Leong 58 (52) -68; Pankaj
Advani beat Lim Kok Leong
66 (51) -25; Advani/ Damani
beut Tir Chuan/ Lim Kok 76
{60} -33; 58-1). 41}

any such chances to
England, and she started of f
with three boundaries off
left-arm spinner Linsey
Smith in the fourth over, and
hardly took her foot off the
aceelerator.

Later, she also punished
another lefi-arm spinner
Sophie Ecclestone for two
sixes in the seventh over as
the Indian innings chugged
along,

Mandhana brought up

her fifty in 27 balls, and the
next 50 came off just 24 balls.

Mandhana soon went
past 87, her previous best
in T201s, and touched the
three-figure mark for the first
time in her career that has
30 fifties.

She reached the
coveted milestone in style
too, hammering pacer
Lauren Bell for two
consecutive boundaries.

Her knock is the highest
for India in T2(s, surpassing
Harmanpreet's 103,

At the other end, Deol
relied more on sweeps o
fetch boundaries, using the
general lack of direction of
English bowlers on the day
till she fell to Bell, who was
England’s most successful
bowler (3/27).

Mandhana was
eventually dismissed by
Ecclestone but not before
taking India to a position of
atrength,

England tried to stage a
late comeback as Bell
removed Richa Ghosh (12)
and Jemimah Rodrigues (0)
in the 18th over but by then
India were already closing
in on the 200-run magk, (1711

Dikshaand Vaniintop 10 at
Amundi German Masters

HAMBURG, 28 Jun:
Diksha Dagar and Vani
Kapoor had o contrasting
day two at the Amundi
German Masters to he
placed tied eighth as three
out of the nine Indians
made the cut at the Green
Eagle Golf Course,

Diksha played an even
par round to slip from the
top five while Vanl played
F-under T0 1o move into the
top 10,

The only other Indian to
make the cut was Avani
Prashanth who played o
round of 1-over 74 1o end
the duy at tied 43, She made
twao birdies, one bogey and
one double bogey,

Tvesa Malik (74-76)
missed the cut by one shot
as the cut fell at 3-over, while
other Indians missing out
were Sncha Singh (78-75),
Amandeep Drall (78-75),
Hitaashee Bakshi (79-813(
and Vidhatri Urs (93-87)
while Neha Tripathi retired
after the first round.

Helen Briem of Germany
and Elinor Sudow of
Swieden were in shared lead
the ficld. Bricm had o round
of l-under 70 and a
combined score of eight
under par with rounds of 68-
T, as did Ellinor Sudow whe

also played a second round
of 3-under T0 to stay in tied
lead,

Shannon Tan played a
round of d-under 69 1o move
into third place and has o
36-hole score of seven
under par.

Briem und Tan ure the
two highest ranked players
on the Order of Merit tuking
part in the tournument,

Diksha began  her
second round on the front
nine und picked up a shot
on the second hole und then
dropped the third before
closing the front nine with
abirdie,

On the back nine she
hud a bogey on the 12th
and a birdie on the 13th
However, she dropped o
shot on the 16th to close the
day with an even pur round
She continues to have o
combined score of four
under par.

Vani started on the front
nine and had six quiet holes
before she made birdie on
the seventh and then
closed the front nine with o
bogey.

O the back nine Yani
picked up shots on the 1 2th,
1 5th and 1 Eth holes to finish
the day at a combined four
under par. (F11)

Jayasuriya takes 5 wickets as Sri Lanka beats
Bangladesh by an innings and 78 runs in 2nd test

COLOMBO, 28 Jun: Left-
arm  spinner  Prabath
Jayasuriya took his 12th
five-wicket haul in test
ericket to lead Sri Lankato a
dominating win over
Bangladesh by an innings
and T8 runs in the second
ericket test and a 1-0 victory
in the two-match series.

The fourth day started
with Bangladesh struggling
on 115 for six needing 97
meore runs to make Sri Lanka
bt again. But the rest of the
match lasted less than 30
minutes as Jayasuriya
polished off the tail by
taking three of the last four
wickets at the Singhalese
Spaorts Clab.

Bangladesh was all out
for 133 in its second
innings having made 247 in
the first. Sri Lanka scored
458 in its first innings
dominated by a brilliant
century  from  opener
Pathum Nissanka and
backed up by half-
centuries from Dinesh

Pegulabeats Swiatek on grasstowin
Bad Homburg title in Wimbledon tune-up

BAD HOMBURCG, 28 Jun:
‘World No._ 3 Tessica Pegula
beat  five-time major
champion Iga Swiatek 6-4,
7-5 to win the grass-count
Bad Homburg Open and
extend Swiatek's year-long
title drought on Saturday.

Pegula clinched her
third title of 2025 — with the
others in Austin, Texas, and
Charleston, South Carolina
— and it was the ninth title
of the American’s career,

World No. 8 Swiatek
sought her first trophy
since the 2024 French Open
and 23rd overall,

In their 11th career
meeting but first on grass,
Pegula won for the fifth time
overall. Pegula beat Swiatek
in the quarterfinals at last
year's US. Open, where she
finished runner-up,

Although Swiatek hit
nine aces in the final on
Saturday, she also dropped
her serve twice. Pegula

saved the only break point
she faced.

5till, Swiatek took heart
from her performance.,

"This  tournament
shows there is hope for me
on grass,” she said, "I'm
happy we can play here and
I'm happy 1 could prove
that,”

The former No. | has
waon four French Opens and
one U.8, Open but has
never been beyond the

quarterfinals st Wimbledon.

Pegula has also never
been past the last eight at
Wimbledon, where plays

atarts on Monday in
London,
Elsewhere on Saturday,

19-year-old Australian
Maya Joint saved four
match points as she won
the Easthourne Open final
against Filipino qualifier
Alexandra Eala -4, 1-6,7-6
(10}, (AR

Indian women's hockey team relegated from
FIH Pro League after defeat against China

BERLIN, 28 Jun: The
Indian women's hockey
team was on Saturday
relegated from the FIH Pro
League after bosing to China
03 in its penultimate match,
a result which placed it at
the bottom of the points
whle,

India's seventh
consecutive defeat in their
disastrous European leg of
the FIH Pro League meant
that they will finish at the
lowest  rung  of the
standings even though one
match is beft 1o be played on
Sunday,

India are now at the
bottom of the nine-team
standings with 10 points
from 15 games and will play
again against China on
Sunduy in their last match
of the 2024-25 FIH Pro

Leugue.,

With (-1 loss to England
in the other match of the
day, Germany are one rung
above India with 13 points
Even if Indin beat China,
they are certuin to finish at
the hottom as they can only
reach up to 12 points,

Hence, India will be
relegated from the FIH Pro
League to the second tier
FIH Nations Cup in the
2002526 season,
ngland are placed at
seventh with 14 points from
15 games.

In their penultimate
mutch, China scored through
Chen Yang (21st minute),
Zhang Ying (26th) and Anbul
Yu (45th) against India.

India made a bright stant
and made some good circle
penctrations in the first

quarter,

Balject Kaur had the
first real chance of the match
bt her shot from the top of
the circle in the thisd minute
went wide,

A minute later, India
secured two-buck-to-back
first penalty corners but
Dieepika failed on both the
ocousions.

Chinn got their act
wgether soon and earned
their first penalty corner a
minute later but India
defended well

Veteran India
goalkeeper Savita made
some fine saves to deny the
Chinese, including one in
the 13th minute to keep out
Guoting Huo's reverse hit,

Seconds from the first
quarter, China securcd their
second penalty corner but
fuiled to stop the push.

A minute into the
second gquarter, China
earned two consecutive
penalty corners but failed to
make use of the chances.

China came out all guns
blazing in the second
quarter and dominated the
proceedings through
penalty comers, and in the

218t minute, Chen Yang
seored from a set plece.

China continved to
put pressure on the
Indian defence and got
their fifth penalty corer
in the 26th minute and
Zhang Ying made no
mistake as they took a 2-0
Tend at hulf-time

The Indians created o
few chances but, as has
heen the case so far, they
lucked the finishing touch,

They dominated the

third quarter persistent
uttacks but failed to break
the resolute  Chinese
defence.

China took advantage of
Indin's lncklustre attitude in
the buckline, tripling their
lead in the 45th minute
through a field goal by
Anhul Yo against the run of
play.

The Indians continued
to apply pressure on the
Chinese defence and
secured o penalty stroke in
the 55th minute but Deepika
missed the golden chance.,

The missed penalty
stroke summed up India's
day as China came out
winners. (FT1)

All it needs is attitude adjustment to
become a good fielding side: Haddin

SYDNEY, 28 Jun: Former
Australia keeper-batter Brad
Haddin believes the Indian
team, led by Shubman Gill,
needs  an attitude
adjustment” as the visitors
try to find a way out of their
fielding woes in the ongoing
five-Test series in England.

Indian fielders,
especially Yashasvi Jaiswal,
dropped several catches as
Gill's side lost the opening

Test at y by five

Chandimal (93) and Kusal
Mendis (84).
Litton Das (14) edged

(6] T,

Jayasuriya finished the
innings with 5-56. Captain
¥ j de Silva and

yasuriya to
Kusal Mendis with one run
added to the overnight
score Saturday. Jayasuriya
lured Nayeem Hasan (5) for
adrive and he was stumped
by Kusal Mendis.
Jayasuriya caught Taijul
Islam (6) off his own
bowling while off spin
bowler Tharindu
Rathnayake ended the game
trapping Ebadot Hossain

Rathnayake took two
wickets each.

The first test in Galle
ended in a draw.

“Bowlers and batters
did well in the first innings
here,” said de Sliva.
“Bowlers had their plans
and executed well. That's a
good morale booster for us,
losing the toss and putting
the iti under

pressure.”

De Silva had high praise
for Nissanka, who was
named player of the match
and series.

“He's been performing
in all three formats for along
time and 1 think he will
continue to do that,” de
Silva said of Nissanka.

Bangladesh captain
Majmul Hosgain Shanto said
after the match that he
would step down as test
captain to allow

v in in

different formats of the
game. Recently he had been
replaced as one-day
international captain.

Shanto said his side's
batting “wasn't up to the
mark.”

“We had opportunitics
but we couldn’t make those
things happen.” he said.
“The wicket is alittle slower
but the way we got out was
not good enough. We
always took easy options
and made mistakes while
batting.” (AP}

wickets to go 0-1 down
against Ben Stokes' team.
The 47-year-old
Haddin, who played 66
Tests and scored more than
6 500 runs actoss formats for
Australia, said that all the
great cricket teams across
different eras had good
fielding as their
distinguishing feature.
"Every great team, no
matter what era you are
playing, the one standout
they've always had...
they've been great fielding

i 2
teams. And, 1 think, that's
the one legacy (Shubman)
Gill can start to leave now
on this team,” said Haddin
in his Willow Talk podcast.

"It needs an attitude
adjustment if you want to
field well and compete the
whole time, it's only
attitude,” Haddin added.

Young opener Jaiswal,
who was fielding in the
slips and gully region,
crucial catches off the
bowling of Jasprit Bumrah,
leaving the pace spearhead
frustrated.

Indicating that Indian

players' poor fielding was
evident during this year's
Indian Premier League,
Haddin said the catching
had left a lot to be desired
during the two-maonth-long
T20 tournament.

"In the IPL this year, the
catching was horrible. Yes,
we talk about talented
bowlers, batsmen, but it was
the catching that was a real
problem.”

He said that there was
nothing stopping India from
becoming the best fielding
side in the world given the
kind of talent they had.

"And the one thing I'd
say to India, is find a way to
be the best fielding team in
the world because you've
got the talent everywhere
else," he said.

India will hope to
overcome their shortcoming
and level the series when
the second Test gets
underway in Birmingham on
July 2. P11
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